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Ocean City
Critical Shoreline for
Migrating Red Knots

Waterbird Density*
Lower
Medium
High
Very High

*Note that this represents
data from just one study.
Additional digital data is
being compiled. There may
be other important areas
which have not been
studied or for which digital
data are not available.
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100' Depth Contour
Risk of Live Bottom
Patch Habitat Damage
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Area Enlarged Below

Overall Conservation Score
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Medium
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Very High
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Ocean City

Key Benthic Conservation Areas
Key Areas for Highly
Migratory Species

Deep Depression
Deep Flat
Deeper Depression
Deeper Flat
Deepest Depression
Deepest Flat
High Flat
Low Slope
Moderate Depression
Moderate Flat
Shallow Depression
Shallow Flat
Side Slope
Somewhat Deep Depression
Somewhat Deep Flat
Steep
Very Shallow Depression
Very Shallow Flat

The ten-minute squares ranked high and very high
in regional scale analysis shown above are shown
here with their underlying depth and seabed
topographic forms.  Additional analysis that
integrates sediment sampling and biological point
data is underway to reveal finer scale priority
conservation features within the Maryland project

These areas are identified based on the co-
occurrence of important areas for bottom
dwelling fish, fish communities, benthic
communities, corals, hardbottoms and
seagrass.

These areas are identified based on the
co-occurrence of important areas for large
pelagic species (tunas, sharks, etc.),
baleen whales and toothed whales. The
best available data on sea turtles was also
considered.

Data from the two maps to the left are
combined with data on coastal habitats
to create an overall picture of
conservation value in the region.

Source: DRAFT regional-scale data from The Nature Conservancy's
Northwest Atlantic Marine Ecoregional Assessment; Based on
data from diverse Federal and state agency sources including 
NOAA, USGS, U.S. Navy and others.
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Source: Draft data based on local
recreational fishing knowledge

Source: DRAFT regional-scale data from The Nature Conservancy's
Northwest Atlantic Marine Ecoregional Assessment; Based on
data from diverse Federal and state agency sources including 
NOAA, USGS, U.S. Navy and others.

Source: DRAFT regional-scale data from The Nature Conservancy's
Northwest Atlantic Marine Ecoregional Assessment; Based on
data from diverse Federal and state agency sources including 
NOAA, USGS, U.S. Navy and others.

Source: Doug Forsell, US Fish & Wildlife Service

Ten Minute Squares
Selected Marine Mammal Sightings

Bottlenose dolphin
Fin whale
Humpback whale

Large Pelagics
(14 species)
Number Persistent Across
3 or 4 Decades

0
1
2
3
4 - 7

Source: Compiled by TNC from
National Marine Fisheries Service data

Source: U.S. Navy

Ten Minute Squares
Selected Trawl Survey Data

Tilefish
Cod (catch > 5)
Black Sea Bass (catch > 5)
Summer Flounder (catch > 5)

Source: National Marine Fisheries Service

Bottom-dwelling Fish Communities
Squares with above average
diversity and representativeness

Additional Local-Scale Data

Trawl survey data date back over four decades.
A total of 44 species were analyzed.

Full data set represents 17 species of
whales and dolphins, based on 30+ years
of sightings data corrected for effort.

Example Source Data

Toothed Whales & Dolphins
(3 species)

Number of Observations
Way Above Average

0
1
2
3
4

Baleen Whales & Dolphins
(14 species)

Number of Observations
Way Above Average

0
1 - 2
3 - 5
6 - 7
8 - 10

Seagrass and Hardbottoms
Squares with known
offshore hardbottom
Squares with regionally significant
seagrass or coastal hardbottom

Bottom-dwelling Fish
Weighted Persistence

Squares where a number of
target species have been found
consistently for 3 or 4 decades

Benthic Communities and Corals
Squares with benthic diversity
way above average
Squares with over
3 confirmed corals

Example Source Data


