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Typical Armoring Applications
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Biological habitat and food
availability

The surrounding biota (riparian
forests, marshes, submerged aquatic
vegetation beds, oyster reefs)
provide refuge and food sources.
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Water quality

Sediment and nutrient loads have
a strong relationship with
dissolved oxygen and
phytoplankton (food) levels. Issues
of concern also include toxicants
and harmful algal blooms.
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Substrate (structure)

Depending on the species, a specific
substrate may be preferred for
spawning or finding food (e.g,,
muddy bottom indicates filter
feeders). Rocky or reef habitats may
provide additional refuge or
protection from predators.

Age 2 years
and above
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greater understanding of
population dynamics.
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Symbols courtesy of the Integration and Application Network (www.ian.umces.edu/symbols/), University of Maryland Center for Environmental Science.
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Oyster Bottom Survey Completed in the Early 1900’s
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Choptank River
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This IS
Great Rock
Work.

But is It
Great
Habitat?

31 DEPARTMENT

MNATURAL RESOURCES



e MARYLAND DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

MARYLAND

Chesapeake & Coastal Watershed Service

Smart, Green & Growing

Kevin M. Smith
Chief, Restoration Services
Ph: (410) 260-8797

E-Mail: kmsmith@dnr.state.md.us
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