














AQUATIC INVASIVE SPECIES
Each year, billions of dollars and millions of hours are spent battling invasive 
species around the globe. These non-native species that cause economic, 
environmental or human health related harm. They can be plants, animals or 
pathogens. They typically grow and reproduce rapidly and often lack natural 
predators in their introduced environments, allowing their populations to explode. 
Learn more at dnr.maryland.gov/invasives.

BOATERS, TAKE ACTION
Prevent the transport of invasive species. It is your responsibility to clean ALL 
recreational equipment before and after use. 

34 35

•	 When operating in a narrow channel, keep to the starboard (right) side of 
the channel whenever it is safe and practical to do so.

•	 If traveling with a group of paddlers, cross any channels as a group at right 
angles.

•	 Stay at least 100 yards or further from military and commercial ships, and 
observe all restrictions in security zones.

•	 Render assistance to other paddlers in need, unless you would place 
yourself or your paddlecraft in danger.

•	 When a powerboat passes, turn the bow of your boat or nose of your 
paddleboard into the wake to help prevent a capsize.

CARBON MONOXIDE POISONING
Carbon monoxide is a potentially deadly gas produced any time a carbon-based 
fuel, such as gasoline, propane, charcoal or oil, burns. Sources include gasoline 
engines and generators, cooking ranges, space heaters and water heaters. Cold or 
poorly tuned engines produce more carbon monoxide than warm, properly tuned 
engines.

Carbon monoxide is colorless, odorless and tasteless and mixes evenly with 
the air. It enters your blood stream through the lungs and displaces the oxygen 
your body needs. Early symptoms of carbon monxide poisoning—irritated eyes, 
headache, nausea, weakness and dizziness—are often confused with seasickness. 
Prolonged exposure can lead to death.

Carbon monoxide can collect within a boat in a variety of ways. Exhaust leaks, the 
leading cause of death by carbon monoxide, allow carbon monoxide to infiltrate 
the boat and enclosed areas. Even properly vented exhaust can re-enter a boat if 
it’s moored too close to a dock or another boat, or if the exhaust is pushed back 
by prevailing winds. Exhaust can also re-enter boats when cruising under certain 
conditions, especially with canvas enclosures in place.

Regular maintenance and proper boat operation are the best defenses against 
injury from carbon monoxide. To find out more about how you can prevent 
carbon monoxide poisoning on recreational boats, visit uscgboating.org.



With the touch of a screen, boaters can locate ramps and vessel speed zones, 
hikers can navigate trails, friends can share photos, families can make park 
reservations, anglers can identify fish, and hunters can check in harvests.

Users can also access regulations and guidelines, and receive news and alerts.
What are you waiting for? Download it for free today!

Stay Connected!

NOTE: This publication is intended as a guide only. For state laws and 
regulations, see the Natural Resources Article of the Annotated Code of 
Maryland and the Code of Maryland Regulations, Title 08. Maryland laws and 
regulations can be found at the following websites:

Laws: lawlib.state.md.us  | Regulations: dnr.maryland.gov
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Maryland Natural Resources Police:
Channel 16 (156.8 MHz) or 800-628-9944

Chesapeake Bay Safety & Environmental Hotline: 877-224-7229

Report Criminal and Suspicious Activity

The Maryland Natural Resources Police is actively engaged in preventing 
criminal and conservation violations, and are investigating all suspicious activity 
that may be occurring on state lands and waterways. Citizens can help by 
reporting suspicious activity to officers.

Be on the lookout and report:
1.	 Attempts to buy or charter vessels using large cash payments.
2.	 Asking suspicious questions about marine activity or major facilities.
3.	 Vessels operating at night without running lights.
4.	 Loading or unloading vessels at unusual hours or in remote locations.
5.	 Vessels riding excessively low in the water.
6.	 Vessels with no registration numbers or name displayed.
7.	 Suspicious activity around large commercial vessels (freighters, tankers, 

etc.) including off-loading of people and packages into small boats, or 
during unusual times.

8.	 Unusual or suspicious diving activity around marinas, vessels, wharfs, 
bridges, ports, dams, tunnels, etc.

9.	 Abandoned/unattended vessels or vehicles in or near unusual locations, 
major facilities or public areas.

10.	 Suspicious filming activity near marine critical infrastructure (bridges, 
power plants, etc.)

11.	 Subjects wearing unusual clothing for weather conditions.
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