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Title 08

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
Subtitle 18 BOATING--SPEED LIMITS AND OPERATION OF VESSELS

08.18.02 Personal Watercraft
Authority: Natural Resources Article, 88-704 and 8-712.2, Annotated Code of Maryland

Notice of Proposed Action

(]

The Secretary of the Maryland Department of Natural Resources proposes to amend
Regulations .03 -.06 under COMAR 08.18.02.

Statement of Purpose

The purpose of this action is to ensure safe operation of a type of vessel new to Maryland
waters known, generally, as "jet pack™ or "jet propelled™ vessels.

Comparison to Federal Standards
There is no corresponding federal standard to this proposed action.

Estimate of Economic Impact
The proposed action has no economic impact.

Economic Impact on Small Businesses

The proposed action has a meaningful economic impact on small business. An analysis of
this economic impact follows.

This regulation will allow commercial livery operators the opportunity to continue with
their business plans for the summer of 2015 and simultaneously study the effects on the
vessels on the waters of the State. This should have a positive economic impact on the
local economy.



Impact on Individuals with Disabilities
The proposed action has no impact on individuals with disabilities.
Opportunity for Public Comment

Comments may be sent to Michael Grant, Regulations Coordinator, Maryland
Department of Natural Resources - Boating Services Unit, 580 Taylor Avenue, E/4,
Annapolis, Maryland 21401, or call 410-260-8013, or email to
Michael.Grant@Maryland.gov, or fax to 410-260-8453. Comments will be accepted
through September 8, 2015. A public hearing will be held, A hearing will be scheduled in
the Fall.

Economic Impact Statement Part C

A. Fiscal Year in which regulations will become effective: FY 2016

B. Does the budget for the fiscal year in which regulations become effective contain
funds to implement the regulations?

Yes

C. If 'yes', state whether general, special (exact name), or federal funds will be used:
Waterway Improvement Fund

D. If 'no’, identify the source(s) of funds necessary for implementation of these
regulations:

E. If these regulations have no economic impact under Part A, indicate reason briefly:
Funds are currently budgeted for marking Maryland waterways.
F. If these regulations have minimal or no economic impact on small businesses under
Part B, indicate the reason and attach small business worksheet.

G. Small Business Worksheet:

Attached Document:

Title 08

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

Subtitle 18 BOATING — SPEED LIMITS AND OPERATION OF
VESSELS

Chapter 02 Personal Watercraft
Authority: Natural Resources Article, §§8-704 and 8-712.2, Annotated Code of Maryland



.01 - .03 (text unchanged)
A. (text unchanged)
B. The following activities, if approved by the Department of Natural Resources [or the U.S. Coast Guard]:
(1) - (5) (text unchanged)

.04 (text unchanged)
A.— B. (text unchanged)
(1) - (3) (text unchanged)
(4) “Restricted Visibility means any condition in which visibility is restricted by fog, mist, falling snow, heavy
rainstorms, sandstorms or any other similar causes.

.05 (text unchanged)

A. — D. (text unchanged)

E. A person may not operate or give permission to operate a personal watercraft on the waters of the State [between
sunset and sunrise.]:

(1) Between sunset and sunrise; or

(2) Within an area of restricted visibility.

F.— M. (text unchanged)
N. [A personal watercraft livery owner, or the livery owner's agent or employee shall:

(1) Prominently display these regulations governing personal watercraft.

(2) Advise renters to read the regulations.

(3) Within 30 days of the effective date of these regulations, add to the rental contract a statement that the renter
or operator has read and understands the personal watercraft regulations. This statement shall be signed by the renter or
operator, retained in the files of the livery operator for at least 30 days, and be made available to the Department upon
request.] Any person who leases, rents, or otherwise receives consideration for the use of personal watercraft shall
comply with COMAR 08.04.08.

O.- P. (text unchanged)

.06 [Prohibited Areas]Violation of Regulations.

[A. Personal watercraft (PWC) owned or leased by a livery vessel owner operating in Worcester County may not
operate in the Atlantic Ocean and the Ocean City Inlet at any time. All of the waters east of a line beginning at a point
at the west end of the Second Street seawall, at or near Lat. 38° 19.572'N., Long. 75° 5.473' W., then running 230°
(True) to a point on the shore of Assateague Island, at or near Lat. 38° 19.445'N., Long. 75° 5.668' W.

B. Personal watercraft (PWC) owned or leased by a livery vessel owner operating in Worcester County may not
operate at any time during the boating season, April 15—October 15, in the following areas:

(1) Herring and Turville Creeks. All of the waters of Herring and Turville Creeks west of a line beginning at a
point on the south shore of an unnamed gut, at or near Lat. 38° 21.711' N., Long. 75° 7.072' W., then running 26°
(True) to a point on the north shore of the gut, at or near Lat. 38° 21.745' N., Long. 75° 7.051' W.; and south of a line
beginning at a point on the east shore of Herring Creek, at or near Lat. 38° 21.964' N., Long. 75° 7.251' W., then
running 272° (True) to a point on the west shore of Herring Creek, at or near Lat. 38° 21.971' N., Long. 75° 7.609' W.

(2) Manklin Creek and St. Martin River. All of the waters of Manklin Creek and St. Martin River west of a line
beginning at a point on the south shore of Manklin Creek, at or near Lat. 38° 22.401' N., Long. 75° 7.481' W., then
running 10° (True) to a point at the eastern corner of a bulkhead, at or near Lat. 38° 22.738' N., Long. 75° 7.406' W.,
then running 34° (True) to a point on the shore on the southwest side of Isle of Wight, at or near Lat. 38° 23.392' N.,
Long. 75° 6.838' W.

C. A person who violates any provision of this regulation is subject to the penalties and fines of Natural Resources
Article, 88-2001, Annotated Code of Maryland.]A person who violates any provision of this chapter is subject to the
penalties and fines of Natural Resources Article, §8-2001, Annotated Code of Maryland.

MARK J. BELTON, SECRETARY
MARYLAND DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
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