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1 PROCEEDI NGS
2 THE CHAI RPERSON: Hi, everybody. W can
3 get started now.
4 Good norni ng, good norning, welcone to
5 our summer neeting, and we have a great turn out.
6 | understand that Edric McSween is not here because
7 he had a death in the famly and he sends his best
8 regards and his regrets as well. | haven't heard
9 fromJohn. John is not -- okay, hopefully he'l
10 show up later.
11 Wl cone to our visitors, guests and
12 staff of the state of Maryland. W certainly
13 appreciate the public servants and the public
14 service you all provide all of the time, it's
15 really inportant, | think.
16 And one of our guests -- before we dive
17 into our agenda -- one of our guest, Marty Wi ner,
18 brought a couple of really old cruising guides of
19 the Chesapeake. They belong to the historian of
20 the yacht club association, he thought you m ght
21 want to take a |look at them Al is in here, in
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1 both of them Yeah, | saw himin the 1965 one.
2 But Marty wanted to just share this with you all to
3 take a |look at. Make sure he gets them back. He
4 has to give themback to the historian who wll
5 hunt himdown. Let ne pass them around.
6 MR. DWER  He should have got one of
7 the boats.
8 THE CHAI RPERSON:  So | thought before we
9 dive into the agenda we would start with sone
10 introductions. And one thing that | always like to
11 be rem nded of and to remnd all of you is Kelly is
12 keeping track of our neeting and pl ease speak
13 loudly enough, use the mc so that Kelly can hear
14 what we're saying, and let's try and have one
15 conversation at a tine. Personally | like multiple
16 conversations at a tine but it doesn't work for
17 Kelly and she's recording the neeting so we're
18 going to start with that.
19 Steve, do you want to start with the
20 introductions and say hi and what you have been
21 doing this summer?
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1 (Comm ttee nenber introductions.)
2 THE CHAI RPERSON: Let's have the guests
3 introduce thenselves and the DNR peopl e.
4 (Guest introductions.)
5 THE CHAI RPERSON: So | want to thank
6 everybody, the visitors and the nenbers and the
7 staff fromthe state of Maryland, and | want to
8 turnit over to Mke Gant to wal k us through the
9 agenda and get us started
10 MR GRANT: Thank you very nuch, Ranona.
11 (Di scussion held off the record.)
12 MR. GRANT: Thank you, Kelly.
13 THE REPORTER: You're wel cone.
14 MR. CGRANT: The first section of the
15 agenda pertains to the 2014 requests and an update
16 for the energency regulations for jetpack vessels.
17 We've heard no coments from anybody, anywhere,
18 anyhow.
19 According to Julie there has been one
20 mnor accident. One of the riders cane back down
21 on the pier alittle sideways on his ankle and
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1 sprained his ankle, but that's it. W've heard
2 nothing fromthe livery operators, nothing fromthe
3 public, so as far as we know everything i s going
4 swinmngly on those regul ations.
5 As far as Sandy Point, the sane thing,
6 not a word fromanybody. No comments. W had a
7 bite froman add in the paper, they were asking
8 what it was all about and we explained it and that
9 was that. So thankfully that's holding on and w |
10 go through.
11 2015, as you recall our friend in the
12 Bishopville Prong pulled his request after we nade
13 a fewtrips dowmm with a few of the nmenbers and
14 nunerous conversations with himon the phone and a
15 couple of the residents who felt it was an
16 inappropriate regulation because there were already
17 reqgulations in place for the perceived infractions
18 by vessels and PWCs so he was convinced that it
19 wasn't, there was no sense in putting a regulation
20 on the regulation. NRP offered to step up their
21 patrol and they did. He said okay, that's fine,
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1 1'Il dropit. So that's where that one went.
2 Little Gunpowder River. Thankfully we
3 have Scott here today, Scott Sewell. Scott was
4 very kind to give Bob Lunsford and | a ride up in
5 that area. And as you recall we've had issues with
6 the water depth, tides, underwater obstructions, it
7 was just a bear to get up with the state boat and
8 even Scott had trouble the day we went out. It's
9 really local knowl edge. It's not marked well.
10 These are the same slides that we had earlier this
11 spring. Hopefully you can see them better than you
12 did the first time, we have a little nore dark in
13 the room here.
14 Bob, you can junp in at sone point here
15 as well. But the issues are really in these areas
16 right here, this straightaway, this straightaway,
17 and possibly this one and this one (indicating).
18 These are blind corners here, and boats zi pping
19 through here at 50 mles an hour you aren't going
20 to be able to see your kayakers, et cetera, canoers
21 in this neck of the woods and that's where the

CORBIN 410-268-6006

REPORTING & VIDEO 1-866-337-6778



MEETING OF MARYLAND BOAT ACT ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Transcript of Hearing taken September 03, 2015 Page 7

1 potential is for accidents. W have posted a

2 notice buoy. John, right about down here

3 (indicating); is that what you recall, right to the

4 entrance?

5 MR. GALLAGHER:  Yes.

6 MR. CGRANT: There, that's better. The

7 notice buoy is placed down here sonmewhere but we

8 haven't heard any calls onit. | have heard

9 nothing fromanybody. | don't know if you've heard
10 anything fromyour folks. You have heard sone

11 stuff. | spoke with M. N cose (phonetic) who is
12 the other petitioner who started all of this

13 through contact with fisheries. He was going to be
14 here today. Unfortunately | guess he couldn't nake
15 it.

16 Bob, would you like to junp in rea

17 quick and give us sone insight what you w tnessed
18 the day we were out there?

19 MR. LUNSFORD: Well, MKke, as you said
20 the area has got to be navigated with caution, even
21 wth | ocal know edge, and one of the issues that
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becane apparent is that a lot of guys are going to
want to run their boats up on plane to draw the
| east anobunt of water. M bass boat, | don't know,
Scott, what yours planes off at, but | have to do
28 or 29 mles an hour, about 32 knots, to keep ny
boat up on plane and if you're going 600 yards to a
bl i nd corner and pop around that corner and there
Is a group of kayakers or canoei st or whatever, or
even sonebody stopped to fish one of those
shoreline structures you can cone up on them pretty
qui ck and the potential is there, and it's not that
| ong a distance that | think it would be a great
burden to the public to have to sl ow down through
these areas. It's relatively confined. |If you
have got to pass another boat in there there's not
a lot of roomto maneuver because the navi gabl e
t horoughfare is narrow to begin wth.

MR. GRANT: Yeah. Those are the average
wi dths right there.

MR. LUNSFORD: Just to point out that's

t he average wi dths, but not the anount of water
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1 that you have to go through. 1In such places where
2 the average width is 43 yards, you have probably 20
3 yards of water to run a boat through.

4 MR. GRANT: Scott, would you like to add
5 anyt hi ng?

6 MR, SEVELL: Sure. This area has been

7 an area of contention, if that's the right word,

8 for along tine. And if | can go up here and point
9 out to you there is a big flat out in here

10 (indicating) north of the Gunpowder River train

11 bridge, the Antrak bridge that goes across there,
12 and it's very shallow, a |Iot of obstructions in

13 there. There's a, the bridge itself is buoyed off
14 on both sides for six mle an hour to go under the
15 bridge and then the canal that |eads back into

16 Runsey |Island area, Joppatowne, that's also six

17 mles an hour fromright about here (indicating),
18 all of the way in and there is a gap right in here
19 where you can get up on plane in this whol e area,
20 and as of right now you can run wi de open with a

21 bass boat, which sone of these bass boats today can
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1 do 80, 90 mles an hour. | have a friend that
2 brags his boat wll do a hundred. And sone of
3 these guys, friends of mne, when they're in
4 fishing tournanments it's like they |eave their
5 brain back on the dock. They race to get back to
6 an area known as the quarry, which is back in here
7 (indicating), which is a known spawni ng area and an
8 area where a lot of big bass live. So they wll
9 cone all of the way from Northeast, Maryland in
10 tournanments or fromMddle R ver or Dundee Creek
11 Marina, race to get there, they'|ll race across this
12 flat, and | can tell you from experience you can
13 damage the |l ower unit because | had one of m ne
14 replaced. | hit alog there and I was only going
15 about 30, 35, but the real danger is in the canal
16 itself. A lot of guys like to fish the canal
17 |l eading back there and we fish all along the sides
18 here (indicating), we fish back in here, along the
19 CGunpowder River, this is the Little Gunpowder, this
20 is the Big Gunpowder, and they actually m x up
21 there, but they're still two separate areas where
CORBIN 410-268-6006
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1 they cone down to this flat and there have been

2 incidents where guys have been com ng down there

3 too fast, they lose control, and run up into the

4 reeds. This is like the six foot high grasses that
5 grow around a lot of areas in the bay, they ran up
6 into there. It's caused disagreenents with other

7 boaters, to say the least, and we're seeing nore

8 and nore kayakers now and people in canoes in those
9 areas and that's why | think M. Ni cose probably

10 brought this about. |It's been tal ked about for

11 vyears, but no one has ever actually taken the

12 steps. And we tal ked about this at a neeting

13 Monday night that | was at and anot her neeting

14 Tuesday and it's ny opinion that instead of putting
15 a six mles an hour zone all of that way just make
16 a zone like in Mddle River 35 mles per hour as

17 maxi mum speed on the weekends. But at all tines

18 it's ny opinion that this whole area back in here
19 should have a maxi num speed of 35 during daylight
20 hours and six mles an hour after dark, because as

21 | stand here in front of you nowit's a matter of
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1 time before sonebody gets killed.

2 | have been fishing back in here and had

3 a gentleman that | know cone by nme on plane in

4 excess of 60 mles an hour and it's, it doesn't

5 take nuch to hit a subnerged | og or sonething

6 floating just to throw that boat off and it's al

7 over. |'ll entertain any questions.

8 THE CHAI RPERSON:  Scott, thanks a |ot.

9 | just wanted to explain to the commttee this is
10 not our typical approach but since none of us but
11 Bob and M ke got up there because the situation we
12 asked Scott to cone down and tell us what it was
13 like fromhis experience there. W're not here to
14 make any decisions but we needed nore information
15 than we had, so Scott thank you so nmuch for driving
16 down to talk to us about that.

17 MR HELLNER. Wyuld six mle an hour at
18 the blind turns would you -- being experienced up
19 there -- would that possibly be sonething in

20 addition to your recommendation for 35 overall?
21 MR. SEWELL: Are you talking about
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1 meking this area right in here six mle an hour?

2 MR HELLNER: Yeah, sort of in between

3 ny eyeball, the two areas fromthe turnis -- what
4 if was that marked six and then speed up when they
5 got to the strai ghtaways agai n?

6 MR. SEWELL: Here's the problem aside

7 fromthe area right in here (indicating), that

8 fellows are used to get up on plane, once they cone
9 out of here and right back in here there is a deep
10 enough hole (indicating), nost of that is not deep
11 enough to get your boat up on a plane. |If they had
12 to set down there they would do darmage to their

13 lower unit trying to get up on plane, and at 35

14 this is not that sharp of a blind curve, if you

15 wll, because guys have been running for years 50
16 plus mles an hour going in there, and knock on

17 wood there hasn't been a serious injury or accident
18 yet. | think at 35 you have enough of a view, |ine
19 of sight, that it's not going to be a problem

20 It's just comng in there at 60 mles an hour,

21 which | took Mke and Bob out in the main river and
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1 said thisis what 60 is |like and | opened the boat
2 up alittle bit and I'msure you both agree that's
3 way too fast going through there because sone areas
4 are fromnme to Ranpbna or |ess where you have

5 navigable water. There is a lot of grass, a |ot of
6 logs and trees have fallen into the water and there
7 are sone areas not very wde that you have to

8 navigate through and if soneone is com ng through

9 there on a kayak or sitting there and fishing and
10 they're flying in there at 50 mles an hour plus it
11 could -- it's just a matter of tinme if that answers
12 your questions.

13 MR. HELLNER: Yes, sir. Thank you.

14 MR. MARSH. Quick question on that is

15 the enforcenent issue there. Do they go up there
16 often enough to say how are we going to tell if

17 you're going 45 or 35 or 50 if you do, if it is an

18 enforcenent issue of 35 knots?

19 MR. SEVELL: | have been fishing that

20 area for along tine. | have lived in Baltinore

21 County, | live on the water in Mddle R ver right
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1 now, and I'min there at |east once a week,
2 sonetinmes nore than that. | fish al nost everyday
3 since | have been retired and | never seen a
4 Natural Resources Police officer anywhere up in
5 this area (indicating). Not saying | don't want to
6 see them | would |ove to see them because nyself
7 and nost nenbers of Maryland BASS Nation that |'m
8 conservation director for we abide by every |aw
9 W'Il throwthemout in a heartbeat or disqualify
10 them because they don't obey the law. W would
11 love to see NRP there. And | know t he manpower
12 situation there. | worked there for a while so |
13 know what they're dealing wth.
14 MR. MARSH. So the enforcenent process
15 would be pretty much with the BASS Nati on and
16 people who fish up there and have respect for if it
17 says 35.
18 MR SEWELL: A lot of tines
19 disagreenents are settled on the parking lots
20 afterwards.
21 MR. MARSH. Ckay.
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1 THE CHAI RPERSON:  Scott, thanks a |ot.
2 | think that's going to help us a whole lot as we

3 think about this and nmake sone recommendations at

4 or next neeting.

5 MR SEVELL: G eat.

6 THE CHAI RPERSON: Thanks a whole ot for
7 com ng down.

8 MR SEWELL: M pleasure. |'mdone,

9 can go fishing now.

10 (Discussion held off the record.)

11 MR GRANT: All right. This next one is
12 sonmewhat famliar. Back |ast year we had a request

13 fromthe folks up at the 18 fathons.

14 Can everybody see around ne?
15 THE CHAI RPERSON:  Yeah.
16 MR. GRANT: kay. Up here (indicating)

17 they were having issues with vessels com ng through
18 and rocking them because they're at the fuel pier
19 here. This year we had a request fromw ldlife to
20 assist wth the protection of sone endangered

21 species on Skimer Island. And you can see Skimer
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1 Island is right at the el bow of the channel. Al

2 of thisinredis six knots existing at all tines.

3 In an effort to protect or help wildlife with their

4 protection it nmade sense logistically to include

5 this request up here so the line could be drawn

6 around Skinmer Island to protect the wildlife and

7 at the sane tine give sone relief to these fol ks up

8 here (indicating).

9 Now, this is where, this is 18 fathons
10 right here (indicating), here's the fuel pier, some
11 bottomfishing going on here, and |ast year we put
12 in a couple of buoys at 9th Street to give them
13 sone relief. Just caution buoys. Really didn't
14 work at all -- it worked for a little bit, but
15 people just got used to the fact they were caution
16 buoys and off they went. This is what they see
17 going by their houses nost of the tinme on weekends.
18 That's sonething they do. There's a caution buoy,
19 a big hunpty out here where the arrowis and the
20 fuel dock is over here (indicating). And this is
21 the fuel dock on the weekend. Now, a |ot of these
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1 folks are coming in | suspect this is toward the

2 end of days based on the shadows.

3 MR. DWER  Bridge lit up.

4 MR. GRANT: And the bridge lit up, but
5 they're rushing to get up inside of Harbor Island.
6 So that's the request. But |I'mgoing to bring

7 Jonathan in, Jonathan MKni ght, associate director
8 of wildlife, and he would like to speak to the

9 Skimmer |sland issue itself.

10 MR. MCKNI GHT: Thanks M ke, I'mreally
11 here to answer any questions.

12 The bottomline is that Skimrer |sland
13 is a critical habitat for colonial nesting

14 waterbirds, typically Black Ski mers and Least

15 Terns, this is particular -- I'"'msorry, not Least
16 Terns, Common Terns. The word Common Tern has

17 stuck even as that species has becone rarer and

18 rarer. This is now our hottest spot in the state
19 for Common Terns. These are critters that nest on
20 open beaches and what we're finding is that during

21 higher tide events, bigger boats going by here at
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1 full speed, are actually putting wakes up where it
2 can wash right into the nests of these birds which
3 1s taking them out.

4 The Common Tern is listed as a rare

5 species. The Black Skimer is listed as an

6 endangered species in Maryland. The habitat that
7 remains in that area is the island habitat back

8 here |ike Skimrer |sland which has been

9 specifically designed to provide habitat for those
10 species. Previously they were barrier island

11 species. This barrier island is currently under
12 different managenment. So particularly for Conmon
13 Terns the Skimrer Island area is, that's our major
14 manufactury in the state of Maryland for these

15 birds. This is about half of our popul ation and
16 this is the only population that's really

17 successful in breeding.

18 W' ve had our biologist out there to

19 watch this thing during higher tide events.

20 Frankly, the littler boats aren't a huge issue, but
21 the bigger boats, 25 knots and greater, tend to
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1 wash and to send those wakes up over in the nesting
2 area. And the goal is to take Black Skinmers and

3 Common Terns and a few other Terns that nest in

4 this area and do with themas we've done with Bald
5 Eagles and bring them back to where they're no

6 |onger endangered. So |I'm happy to entertain any

7 questions. Sir.

8 MR PEPE: Yes, | think I need a

9 m crophone.

10 THE CHAI RPERSON: Pass the mc down to
11 John.
12 MR. PEPE: John Pepe. M question is do

13 you, do you have any previous historic photographs
14 of this island going back 10, 20, 30, 50 years and

15 what it would | ook |ike?

16 MR. MCKNI GHT: We have phot ographs of

17 the Skinmmer Island area. | did not bring themwth
18 nme today. | would be happy to nake them avail abl e
19 to M ke.

20 Ski mmrer Island itself has been, it's

21 been built through dredging projects and it's
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1 essentially the product of channel nodifications in
2 this area. The key area that we're tal king about

3 though now for this wake situation, Skimer is

4 actually high enough so we're okay there, the | ower
5 areais actually a naturally created area

6 associated wth Skinmer Island.

7 MR. PEPE: This was actually, the

8 sanctuary was a manmade sanctuary?

9 MR. MCKNI GHT: Skimer Island itself,

10 the area we're tal king about where we have the

11 nesting issue, was not specifically constructed.

12 Cbviously the accretion in there is very nuch

13 affected by the fact that Skimrer Island is in that

14 area.
15 MR. PEPE. Thank you.
16 MR MCKNIGHT: |f you don't know there

17 are a nunber of islands that we've created with the
18 help of the Corps of Engineers in this area through
19 sonething called -- well, I"msure you're famliar
20 wth beneficial use of dredge spoil where channels

21 need to be dug and at the sane tinme the habitat can
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1 be enhanced for colonial nesting waterbirds in this
2 area which has nmade it much easier to get through
3 the EI'S and NEPA and things |ike that associ ated
4 wth the channel dredging. And these islands are
5 effectively all that renmai ns except for Assateague
6 |sland which now has a major predator problem
7 These islands are what remains for colonial nesting
8 waterbirds in this area.

9 THE CHAI RPERSON:  How big is this

10 island?

11 MR. MCKNI GHT: Depends on the tide. To
12 tell you the truth, it's so intertidal that it

13 changes rather dramatically.

14 Again, as far as an acre nunber let ne
15 get back to you and give that nunber to M ke.

16 THE CHAI RPERSON:.  Thank you.

17 MR MCKNI GHT: Do we have an answer?

18 MR. WRI GHT: Maybe a quarter acre at

19 high tide.
20 MR. MCKNI GHT: Maybe a quarter acre at
21 high tide.
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1 MR. HELLNER: |'m not sure who the right
2 person, whether it's Mke or you to answer this
3 one, but is one of the recommendati ons we can make
4 sone kind of marked out exclusion zone? Because
5 the problemis the boat wake's getting too close to
6 the island at high tide, what if we step off a
7 distance fromthe island and mark it? Mst of
8 those boaters are famliar wth yell ow buoy
9 warnings, otherw se, you know, not speed [imts in

10 certain zones or -- certainly the bay is full of

11 exclusion areas so that would be ny question, can

12 we, is it a possibility to just mark out a certain

13 distance off of that island and otherwi se allow the

14 boaters to go at speed?

15 MR. MCKNIGHT: Well, I'"mgoing to defer

16 to Mke onthat. 1'mgoing to reiterate, our

17 problens appear to only occur in the higher tides

18 and wth |arger vessels at higher speeds but, you

19 know, it conmes down to the practicality of the

20 matter.

21 MR. GRANT: |'mgoing to attenpt, but
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1 I'malso probably going to kick the ball over to

2 either Louis or John as far as setting up an

3 exclusion zone. It sounds |like you would have to

4 be a couple of hundred yards off of there to have

5 any effect on a 60 foot Viking going by throwing a

6 wake and how woul d you mark that?

7 MR. LUNSFORD: | think the problemis

8 ~caused by boats that are actually in the nmarked

9 channel, so if you're in a big boat and in the

10 marked channel and you're pushing, you're pulling a
11 big wake behind you you're going to be a problem
12 I f you setup an exclusion zone for boats
13 the only boats that you're going to inpact are the
14 small boats and they're not the problemso, | just
15 see that -- Mke, what's the distance between the
16 current --

17 MR. GRANT: The greens?

18 MR, LUNSFORD: Yes.

19 MR. GRANT: Fromthe channel it's about
20 a three mnute run at six knots.

21 And 1'll add up until not too |Iong ago,
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1 | guess, John, the guys fromthat area up threw
2 notice buoys out, when you called, when was that,
3 about a nonth and a half ago when we started this
4 whole thing, and the only calls | was getting were
5 fromthe folks that |ive along the bul khead, of
6 course a |lot of people from 18 fathons, but also
7 folks that live south wanted to know what was it
8 about, what was it about, and | explained and they
9 said that's fantastic, we've been waiting for this
10 for years. W're getting rocked, we don't have to
11 boats, but we're getting rocked and we're wat ching
12 the island di sappear as boats go by, so they're
13 concerned for the island as well.
14 And then this past week the fellow from
15 Coastal Fisherman called and asked what was goi ng
16 on and | explained it and he was oh, boy that's
17 going to raise a stink because the charter captains
18 are hauling people in and out of there and it's
19 going to take extra long. | said it's going to
20 take three or four mnutes maybe. Yeah, but that's
21 noney, you know. So, you know, they're all about
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1 getting out and getting back.
2 MR. HELLNER: Okay. Based on what you
3 guys said and there is a channel -- |'m not
4 famliar with that waterway -- so assumng there is
5 a channel that the large boats followis there,
6 would an option be a short spot where the waves
7 inpact both the fuel dock people and the residents,
8 the Skimmer Island? Again, not being famliar this
9 is sort of a general question to a specific
10 problem but what | see is a green on the chart and
11 | think it would really piss off a ot of those
12 folks, you just mentioned the professional sport
13 fisherman, et cetera, if you just made like there's
14 a red zone up on top and red zone on the bottom if
15 vyou took that green and turned it red there would
16 definitely be a lot of fol ks arguing agai nst that,
17 so in trying to probe for a solution that's a
18 win/wnfor all is it possible to perhaps setup a
19 short distance in the channel where you have to go
20 slow and then you speed up again?
21 MR. GRANT: So you're suggesting that
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1 we'reinred then we go to green and then we go to

2 red, | nean, or vice versa? A zone and --

3 MR. HELLNER: Yes, that's fairly

4 typical. Mst of us experience that. Wen we're
5 going by a marina with a fuel dock you'll see

6 markers for, say, you know, five hundred yards or

7 sonething and then you pick it up again and nost

8 boaters can see there is a point to it and they

9 wunderstand and it's hard to get pissed off when

10 it's clearly obvious that there is a reason why you
11 have that slow down, but you don't nake a big deal.
12 M question pertains to perhaps is that an option
13 as opposed to just regenerating a big general area
14 instead of saying it's all six knots?

15 THE CHAI RPERSON: St eve.

16 MR KLING | just wanted to know, M ke,
17 what's the distance?

18 MR GRANT: About a mle, about a mle.
19 MR KLING About a mle. I'msorry if
20 | didn't pay attention

21 MR. GRANT: About a mle.
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1 MR. PARLIN. G ve ne the m crophone,
2 please. Thank you. Sorry. | have got ny
3 navigation software up here and |' m nmeasuring
4 distances right now Fromthe bridge to the corner
5 of that island is .4, so under half a mle fromthe
6 bridge there. So if you went fromthe end of speed
7 zone to the island you're probably a good bit |ess
8 than that.
9 MR. CGRANT: Yeah.
10 MR. PARLIN. So really we're well under,
11 well under a mle, but if you went around the turn
12 it's sonewhere around two-thirds of a mle to cover
13 that area.
14 THE CHAI RPERSON:  Russ.
15 MR. DWER  You picked on the Viking.
16 That's where | kept ny Viking, on Harbor Island,
17 when | was offshore fishing.
18 MR. GRANT: You're the one.
19 MR DWER |'mthe guy. | never went
20 fast in that zone. Usually in the norning you head
21 out and if you left early enough you' re waiting for
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1 the bridge so you linp your way out there until the
2 Dbridge opening cones. | nean, there m ght be sone
3 big boats that are hauling, they're the guys that

4 got up late and are trying to get there.

5 MR CGRANT: A lot of themare the |arge
6 charter head boats as well and NRP has addressed it
7 with -- 1 can't renmenber the nane of the particular
8 boat, but he was rocking through there and he asked
9 himto bring it down.

10 MR DWER | never had a probl em going
11 slowthat little bit of distance that there was.

12 THE CHAI RPERSON:  Anynore thoughts or

13 questions? John.

14 MR. GALLAGHER: Just it would be, this
15 would be easier to mark, a boat com ng up and down
16 would throw nore wake and you get in that critical
17 wake speed and it would throw, a | arge Sport

18 Fisherman com ng up and down woul d cause nore wake
19 | believe and then we've -- |'ve been doing this

20 job for about seven years and | have probably taken

21 20 phone calls of that area in there in that tine.
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1 Just people, alot of it is property owners, but
2 there is a few people that were boaters and they're
3 getting waked out in their boat. But it's very
4 contentious. W've added and played around wth
5 different caution buoys and | think the people that
6 are in that -- what's that 9th Street, M ke?
7 MR. GRANT: Well, it's 18th. It's
8 from--
9 MR. DWER:. 14t h.
10 MR CGRANT: -- it's 10th Street up to
11 Harbor Island.
12 MR. GALLAGHER: 9th Street people --
13 MR. GRANT: Yeah, 9th Street.
14 MR. GALLAGHER: -- they wear ne out.
15 MR. PEPE. | have fished down the Harbor
16 |Island back when it was Ship's Cafe back in the
17 70s, made this run many tines, the problemright
18 now is not the boats running between the bridge and
19 Harbor Island, it's the boats that are running
20 around and going up the main canal.
21 The big sport fishing boats fromthat
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1 bridge to Harbor Island can't even get on plane so
2 there is no sense in trying to push the boats up,

3 they have leave in the norning and they're on tinme
4 to the bridge, they leave three mnutes earlier and
5 they get to the bridge. It's a conga line |eaving
6 and getting back. The problemis above the marina,
7 this little bit of distance of less than a mle

8 fromthe bridge to the marina is, maybe it's a

9 mle, maybe it's a mle and an eighth, but it's

10 really not going to add any effect at all to the
11 people fishing out of Harbor Island.

12 THE CHAI RPERSON:  Any ot her thoughts or
13 questions?

14 Thi s has been an excellent discussion.
15 Thank you so nmuch for joining us today, John, and
16 we really appreciate it.

17 MR. MCKNI GHT: Thank you so nuch

18 THE CHAI RPERSON: This is great. W

19 wll consider what we | earned today and what we
20 learn between now and the next neeting and see what
21 recomendati ons we can have.
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1 So Mke, it's all yours on Deep Creek
2 Lake.
3 MR CGRANT: Yes, it is. Mrk Talty is

4 going to help me with this, but let ne give you a

5 preanble here. W received -- and Bob you're going
6 to want to junp in as well, Bob N ckel -- we

7 received 108 signatures from Aquatic Center and the
8 lady's nane is Carol Jacobs, she runs an operation
9 simlar to yours, jet ski rental, boat rental, et
10 cetera. She's very persuasive, she's very

11 resilient. She is stating that this Maryland state
12 lawis illegal when it pertains to the restriction
13 of personal watercraft usage in certain, on

14 weekends and certain tinmes during the sunmer

15 Dbecause this states that no vessel will be treated
16 different than other any vessel. So they, because
17 her -- the basis of the letter is back in the day
18 when Penn --

19 MR. NI CKEL: Penn Electric.
20 MR GRANT: -- Electric owned the | ake

21 it was a private |lake, the state inits infinite
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1 wsdomhad this |aw and then the state bought the
2 lake and now this |aw contradicts the current
3 regul ations.
4 PWCs have gone fromtwo stroke to four
5 stroke, they're quieter, they have reverse, they're
6 bigger. Al accidents, or nost of the accidents
7 are between other PWCs and not a PWC and a vessel
8 so therefore anong everything this is illegal. So
9 what | did was | sent this to our friend Mark Talty
10 who | hope will pickup on this at this point.
11 Thank you, sir.
12 MR TALTY: Thanks, Mke. So as M ke
13 said this issue canme up, DNR asked the Attorney
14 General's Ofice to look intoit, we did, and for a
15 nunber of reasons we cane to the ultinmate
16 conclusion that in fact this particular portion of
17 the | aw does not render the current regul ations at
18 Deep Creek illegal. That doesn't nean that the
19 policy and review board in their review of the
20 | ake, you all wth your view over general boating
21 issues throughout the state, can't make the
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1 determnation that the restriction that's currently
2 in place at Deep Creek Lake is no | onger necessary,
3 but the existing regulation that's in place nowis
4 not illegal for a nunber of reasons.

5 One, if you go past the oar here it says
6 or under simlar requirenents as other vessels of

7 that type or size in all waters of the state.

8 Subsection D of this sanme statute specifically

9 calls out PMCs and allows the state to, nandates

10 that the state create regulations that prohibit use
11 of PWCs over six knots in |ess than 18 inches of

12 water and also allows DNR to create regul ations

13 that puts restrictions on PWCs in waters up to a

14 neter of depth.

15 And then nore inportantly when the state
16 purchased Deep Creek Lake and new statutes cane in,
17 specifically we're tal king about Natural Resources
18 5-215.1, which creates the authority between

19 Departnent of Natural Resources in conjunction with
20 the policy review board to create a | and use and

21 recreation plan for the lake itself. And that
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1 statute specifically recognizes the, quote, unique
2 and val uabl e recreational values there and

3 instructs DNR to create a recreation | and use plan.
4 That plan, current plan has been in existence,

5 specifically references restrictions on PWs so

6 that that regulation that's in place nowis an

7 inplenmentation of the |and use plan that was

8 <created directly out of the statute authorizing its
9 «creation after the purchase of the | ake by the

10 state.

11 The way that this works is that PRB

12 because that regulation specifically effects or

13 relates to a provision wthin the |and use and

14 recreation managenent plan up there they actually
15 have say on this matter, any change to that

16 regulation needs to be approved by themso in

17 talking wwth Mke | believe the plan is, and | have
18 spoken with the David Myerberg, the chairman of the
19 policy and review board up there, they're going to
20 take a look at this. First off, they're going to

21 put it on their agenda for the upcom ng neeting, |
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1 think it's Cctober 28th, receive public conment on
2 it and have a discussion and determ ne whether or
3 not they feel there needs to be a change up there.
4 After they go through their process the plan is for
5 it to come to you all to go through your norna
6 regulatory change process.

7 But like |I said ultimately because

8 wunlike regulations that start here that apply

9 across all state waters because there is, this

10 provision is specifically called out in the |and

11 use and recreation managenent plan, which they have
12 authority under that specific statute, they need to
13 approve any change to this regul ation.

14 ' m happy to answer any questions. |

15 don't know if you need to say anything else, M Kke.
16 THE CHAI RPERSON:. \What does the

17 regulation require now? Wat does she want it to
18 require?

19 MR. TALTY: | believe it's Fridays

20 through Sundays.

21 MR NICKEL: [It's the weekends,
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1 Saturdays and Sundays.

2 MR GRANT: There it is.

3 MR. NI CKEL: Yeah. Boom Pretty nuch

4 you can't be riding a jet ski between 11 and 4 or

5 Saturdays and Sundays. During the week it's go

6 have fun. And that's our highest traffic days, |

7 mean |'ll put alnobst a hundred rental boats out on
8 the water on Saturdays and Sundays and | can assure
9 wyou it's dangerous and | think that's, that's the
10 crux of it. That and, you know, | agree and |'m
11 not going to speak in favor or against, she

12 nentioned sonmething to nme about this, you know,

13 vyes, they're four stroke, whatever, but they have
14 gone an awful lot faster and | think they do a very
15 good job at regulating it and I think she's going

16 to have sone serious opposition with the second

17 honeowners on the lake that's for sure, | guaranty
18 it.
19 Is it an issue? Candidly, if we opened

20 it upalittle bit nore | believe we probably

21 wouldn't have the volune that we do at these odd
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1 times. You've got people sitting at the dock at
2 5:59:59 and all hell brakes |oose, it's amazing
3 what happens and then, you know, you got four foot
4 wake and whatever so if was it a little nore
5 regulated, you know, nmaybe it's a little nore
6 policing, you know, they're not junping wakes or
7 whatever it may be. | think it's going to be a
8 tough road for her to hurdl e because of the second
9 honeowners, but I'mnot sure. [|'mnot sure. |
10 couldn't say either way.
11 | don't sell watercraft, she's got every
12 line up there. | can't say. It doesn't nake a
13 difference to me to be honest wwth you. | do
14 understand her wanting nore revenue or incone for
15 her but, you know, | don't sell themand | don't
16 hear fromthe customer base on whether the second
17 honeowner or the vacationers have an issue with
18 these tines.
19 THE CHAI RPERSON:  Thanks, John. Any
20 other thoughts or questions on this?
21 MR. HELLNER: Yeah. Just to neke sure |
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1 wunderstand, this is the existing rule?
2 MR. CGRANT: Yes.
3 MR. HELLNER: Thank you.
4 THE CHAI RPERSON: So the plan sounds
5 like a good plan to have the Deep Creek Lake board
6 look at this and let themgo forward with their
7 public hearing and hear fromthe citizens about
8 what seens to work best for them up there.
9 MR. NI CKEL: Ch, yeah.
10 THE CHAI RPERSON:  Thank you so nuch.
11 (Di scussion held off the record.)
12 THE CHAI RPERSON:  So | don't know how
13 many of you got to take a | ook at the website, they
14 sent us out the link. | have to say | spent a
15 little bit of time zoom ng around on that website.
16 | think it's pretty awesone, Ann and Louis and
17 everybody at DNR
18 So we | ook forward to your presentation
19 today and when you can nmake this go |ive.
20 (Di scussion held off the record.)
21 M5. WLLIAMS: | can't stop thanking
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1 Laura. | nean we did nost of it over the phone and
2 she'll say it's because | like GS, but she spent
3 nunerous hours in here on her vacation when | would
4 get a bug and I would call her up and she woul d
5 answer and wal k nme through howto get this thing to
6 zing. So | handed out a handout for those of you
7 that did not have the tinme to look at it, at the
8 bottomof the handout is a web page. It is alive
9 web page and stays up in this data test site until

10 such tine that the | aw becones COMAR. Don't share
11 it too nuch. It wll cone down and the real one
12 will go up permanent then, but please bang it and
13 see what you can find and see what works and what
14 doesn't.

15 It is a full app, put it on your phone,
16 walk around. You can do it. So it's pretty

17 wversatile. Check it and look at it and | ook at

18 what works. | have had lots of calls for ny typos,
19 | amworking on that. But they say it's not a true
20 Ann Wllians' map if there is not a spelling error,
21 so keep that in mnd as you |l ook at this.
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1 W'l | go through the screen and how it
2 works. If you look on top it gives you the warning
3 that COMAR is law. No matter what you see on this
4 picture, we don't want anybody saying your picture
5 told ne | could and so | put it in several places.
6 You know, Steve had sone better authority
7 statenents on that, let nme know and we'll work on
8 that. So once you agree to it though because it is
9 an app, you only have to agree once and it doesn't
10 show up again unless | go in and edit the software
11 and then it comes in several tinmes until | fix it.
12 You'll find that | don't |ike nmy new
13 laptop and | fight with it alot. So on the, the
14 WAP, web app itself there is lots of things that
15 are going on, but the biggest thing | wanted to
16 tell you is the second page of your handout is a
17 print. |If you go to print it makes a pretty cute
18 Ilittle print. | have worked with it. It doesn't
19 say Arc@S, now it says Boating Services. And
20 again Laura give ne clues on howto nmake this nore
21 user friendly for us. |If you are going out and
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1 want a speed zone map, you can do that. It nakes a
2 PDF file pretty easily.

3 So if you go to the next page we're

4 going to talk about the geography of the app

5 itself. Up in the top corner of that map that

6 you're |looking at that says 1A, that's where the

7 printer is. If you click on that you can go print.
8 | need to set this down.

9 (Di scussion held off the record.)

10 M5. WLLIAMS: So anyway the printer is
11 there and a ruler, so when you guys are doing

12 those, the app on how far a speed limt is, if you
13 see in the screen right here (indicating) there is
14 a ruler so you could go in and neasure and draw and
15 figure how far you're fromsonething. It's live

16 and active and works. The cool part | |ike about
17 this part here is that river system so if you

18 wite Severn, I'mgoing to the Severn, it tells you
19 any speed zone in it and then you click on them and
20 it wll take you to them The speed zone takes on
21 that nice orange color when it's sel ected.

CORBIN 410-268-6006

REPORTING & VIDEO 1-866-337-6778



MEETING OF MARYLAND BOAT ACT ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Transcript of Hearing taken September 03, 2015

1 (Di scussion held off the record.)

2 M5. WLLIAMS: So when you type it in it
3 turns on, but if you close it out it goes to that

4 nice see-thru color so that you can then zoomin

5 and out onit. So if you're going into an area and
6 you're not sure if there is a speed zone you can

7 type in the area. |If the word you call it isn't in
8 regulation, as we know our regul ati ons are not

9 always the common nanes, so like if you call it

10 Tom s Corner you may not find it, but if you cal

11 it the right thing.

12 So you nove across the top now you see
13 we say Boating Services, we give credit to DNR

14 When you say Boat Act Conmttee, that Boat Act |ink
15 there will actually take you to your -- clicked the
16 wong spot, love ny new laptop -- if I click on the
17 word Boat Act it will take you to the Boat Act web
18 page, if it behaves. Try again. There we go. So
19 that if you had questions about Boat Act it's live
20 and will take you there also. So that's linked to
21 there.
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1 As we nove across the top of the map

2 over to your right hand corner where it says 1C it

3 has a key. | tried to honogenize a key as we | ove

4 speed zones that say restricted, 25, 35, Saturday

5 and Sunday, | tried to put the colors all so that

6 you could see simlarities. If it's all tine, it's

7 the darker red. |If it's in Saturday, Sunday,

8 holiday, it's a certain shade. If it's 25, 35 --

9 ad nauseam-- it's a different shade. But if you
10 look at it this way you see them all honbgenat ed.
11 There is a place that I'lIl show you
12 later that will show you the exact speed |imts as
13 they show up and appear in COVAR, but this way if
14 you're trying to figure out that shade there's a
15 key. It's hard-coded.

16 If we go down to the left that little

17 thing, | always thought it was a conpass, it

18 actually says locate ne. So if | get on the

19 Internet correctly it will take and say where am|.
20 If you have it on your app on your phone and you're
21 driving and want to know where it is it wll take
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1 you there.

2 MR. O MALLEY: No, not driving on the

3 phone.

4 MR GRANT: You're not in the bar.

5 M5. WLLIAMS: No boating with your

6 phone. It will find out where you are and tell you

7 whether you're in a speed phone so it wll zoom
8 right into where you are.
9 MR. PEPE: Let's say that you're sitting

10 in the bar at the yacht cl ub.

11 M5. WLLIAMS: Wait, let nme get that

12 straight.

13 (Di scussion held off the record.)

14 MR KLING Wiat's the name of this app?
15 M5. WLLIAMS: This app, right now it

16 doesn't have nane. |It's the web page | linked it
17 to you.

18 MR KLING | can't find it.

19 M5. HENNINGER: There is no app for your

20 phone right now.

21 M5. WLLIAMS: Well, if you type on that
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1 very first page thereis. | e-mailed it. If you
2 went to your phone and e-mailed and hit it you get
3 the option to nake it an app on your phone. That's
4 how | have it.
5 MR GRANT: It's shared -- it's not
6 shared yet. Don't give it to anybody.
7 M5. HENNINGER: It's on data.
8 MR KLING | don't have e-nmail on ny
9 phone.
10 M5. WLLIAMS: |f you type that in you
11 can make it. We'IlIl get you a special app thing.
12 MR. KLING | can do that, but I'm going
13 to do that and make so many m stakes it's going to
14 take ne a nonth.
15 M5. WLLIAMS: Wiile you' re eating crabs
16 "Il figure it out.
17 It does, it comes right up on your phone
18 and you can play with it the sane way, the problem
19 is your territory is much smaller when you're on
20 the phone.
21 You can zoomin and out at the bottom
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1 here so when | came in that exact spot, | want to

2 see where | am it can zoomin and out.

3 The home takes us back. At this point |
4 picked this area (indicating) nostly because | have
5 had lots of changes of speed zones. W can pick a
6 honme to be anywhere we want, but | thought that it
7 gave the first tinme you cone into a speed zone if

8 you're comng where you mght not be in one, so

9 it's wll belike that in this app. This app kind
10 of gave you a feel for lots of speed zones.

11 The next area if you go to the bottom
12 if you click down here, you can kind of see it when
13 | highlight it, see on the screen where it's

14 highlighted, it's actually giving ne the

15 coordinates. So if | click and want to know what
16 the coordinate is, to knowif I'"mright or wong or
17 whatever, just interested in the coordinate, it

18 wll give you the coordinate while you're out in

19 the field where you are.

20 The bottom arrow here will actually give

21 you the database. So if you were so inclined to
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1 see this database, this particul ar database doesn't
2 give you a whole lot, but if you're trying to see
3 what's going on so if yougo -- | think it's on ny
4 fourth page, | didn't keep turning pages with you,
5 but | gave you the key and the database at the
6 bottom-- you can downl oad the database. It has no
7 coordinates in the database. It kind of just gives
8 us -- it does have the link to the web page on the
9 database though, so that's pretty cutesy.

10 Wiere is ny other key? | think that was
11 the end of ny nunbers.

12 Ckay. So now as you're going around the
13 blue words cane with the map so they kind of

14 intersect with ours sonetines. Like if you see,

15 here where you see Church Creek, where Church Creek
16 is, it's like get rid of that one, that's because
17 the map that we picked, which was a Google Earth

18 image, that had sone locators in it that have

19 labels init. | can't change that. But all of the
20 green words as we zoom around and | ook at things

21 are where the speed zones are. \Wen you click on a
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1 speed zone it pops up in nore human | anguage. It
2 says the river systens, which are defined in COVAR
3 it would say what the boating is during the day in
4 the sumer. We talked about that a whole |ot,

5 about hours and years, but this seened to be the

6 best to talk to a regular general boater, what is
7 ny speed |imt during the day and what's the speed
8 limt at night? As we know our regulations have

9 lots of hours in them Again, go back to and read
10 COVAR to see if really it's a day/night or a 6 p. m
11 regqulation.

12 The actual COVAR nunbers are there but
13 this is nore info. If you were in doubt of what |
14 put in you can click on that and it woul d open up
15 the web page right to the regul ation.

16 THE CHAI RPERSON: That's awesone.

17 M5. WLLIAMS: [|f you wanted to go and
18 look at it and say what's the law, there it is,

19 that's what you have got to do. And again at the
20 very bottomof the regulation is nmy warning.

21 Again, right there at the bottomit tells you very
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1 clearly again that this is not real, the lawis

2 real. You know, you've got to go to COMAR to do

3 it. So that's where we're standing with the

4 application.

5 The only section that is not conplete in
6 the app is Severn River and we're going to talk

7 about Severn River alittle bit. Severn River has
8 the inherent gift of waterskis and all of the

9 waterskiing regulations, so even though we woul d
10 accuratize the coordinates in the Severn River and
11 nmake the application into the Severn River match
12 sone of the changes in the Severn River speed zone
13 waterski issues needed to be addressed.

14 W net with Mark Talty who tal ked about
15 it alittle bit. W really need a subgroup of

16 waterskiers, Mke's going to talk about that in a
17 mnute, toreally fix, toreally look at the

18 nuances of what waterskiing is so that those

19 regulations are witten appropriately. W need a
20 subgroup. The timng is where it's going to get

21 us. Session has closed, the ability to put changes
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1 inregs is now, closed today. W were hoping we

2 would have a little bit of tine but we don't, so we

3 can't put any regulation changes in now until

4 sonetinme in February. So we need this subgroup to

5 neet between now and then to get the | anguage

6 straight so that when we open AELR up again we can

7 submt changes, but the full Severn R ver package

8 <could go up and go through the 60 day revi ew and

9 becone lawin tine for the boating season. That's
10 where we stand. Once that section of regulation is
11 fixed then a publicly available -- | nean this app
12 is publicly available. You can give it to people
13 and they can look at it and share it all you want,
14 but it wll come down. | didn't want to publicly
15 send out and then when it cones down everybody says
16 but ny phone app is not working. Well, it's not

17 going to work until after the regulation is done.
18 We're going to nake a really good one and have a

19 nane and it will be up so you can reach it so even
20 they can do it. Do it cautiously right nowif you
21 share it out. And any questions on the app?
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1 MR. PARLIN. Yes. First of all, again,
2 thank you. Many of you renenber a long tine ago
3 when | joined the conmttee that was one of the
4 first things | asked for is we live in a visua
5 society, these folks live and die by the Internet
6 and smart phones and whatnot and this is absolutely
7 better than | could have ever i nmaged.

8 Actually, | do have a question. You

9 tal ked about typos, errors, because as | started
10 going through | found at |east three significant
11 errors. How can we address -- what should we do?
12 \What type of process should we have? Because we
13 all have experience in certain areas that we're
14 very famliar with and can kind of see that error
15 junp out at us. Do you want to have sone type of
16 process of an e-mmil address where we can start
17 sending you stuff to say hey, |ook at, you know,
18 specifically |like Bodkin. W just had the speed
19 zone in front of Hammock I|sland and Ventnor. On
20 the map it's actually reversed. |If you | ook at the
21 Bodkin it's supposed to be all tinme in front of
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1 those marinas and the upper part of the creek is
2 supposed to be Saturday, Sunday, holiday. Notice
3 Min Creek downstreamit says six knots all tine.
4 Right under your arrow. There you go. Woop,
5 there you go.
6 MR. GRANT: Keep going.
7 MR. PARLIN. Go left now, there you go.
8 So where it says Main Creek upstream
9 MR. CGRANT: Yeah.
10 MR. PARLIN: Downstream upstream those
11 two are reversed.
12 M5. WLLIAMS: Go here (indicating).
13 MR. PARLIN. Right. Again, | realize it
14 was in COVAR
15 M5. WLLIAMS: Was it here? Is it
16 witten in COMAR? The way it's witten, Bodkin
17 Creek --
18 MR. GRANT: It's actually Miin Creek.
19 MR. PARLIN. Main Creek at the top.
20 M5. WLLIAMS: Min Creek six knots al
21 times during the sutmer. So am | right or did |
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1 read it wong?
2 MR, PARLIN:. Downstream upstream
3 Mke.
4 MR. CGRANT: Downstream area, O chard
5 Point to blah, blah, blah, Spit Point --
6 M5. WLLIAMS: We will check on that,
7 but the short answer is | want e-mails. Louis
8 found sone typos. W found sonme. As you can tell
9 in your handout, Jeannine caught ne. | can't spel
10 commttee. |In your handout even conmttee is
11 spelled wong. You know, as everybody is | ooking
12 at it and we're tearing it apart we're finding all
13 of the places that things are not the way they
14 should be. Specifically say the regulation, you
15 know, |ike Bodkin main channel and then what your
16 concern is and then I'll research it and either fix
17 it if you're right or send you what M ke and
18 everybody says is upstream downstream
19 MR. PARLIN:. Like you said --
20 MR. GRANT: That's correct, the upstream
21 is above the marina, six knots Saturday, Sunday and
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1 holiday. Wen you get in front of marinas, that's

2 correct.

3 M5. WLLIAMS: So if | go -- cone on

4 conputer. You can tell | |ike nmy new one.

5 MR. PARLIN. While she's | ooking at that

6 thereis alot of little things. You may see sone
7 areas where it is supposed to be 35 day and 20 at
8 night but on the map it says 20 day and 35 at

9 night. So everybody needs to |ook at it and check
10 those little things. |'msure that after you | ook
11 at this for all of this tine your eyes get blurry.
12 So get sone fresh eyes on it to help you out so you
13 can clean it up so we have a really good product
14 once it goes live. Really, this is awesone.

15 MR. GRANT: Yeah. This, this reverse,
16 this says downstream and that is downstream this
17 is upstream This is the area six knots all tine
18 right here. Actually, it's fromhere to here

19 (indicating).
20 MR. KLING Upstream and downstreamis

21 backwards, that's what you have.
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1 MR. GRANT: Yeah, that's all that you
2 have.
3 M5. WLLIAMS: Ckay.
4 MR. PARLIN. And therefore the speed
5 zone --
6 MR. KLING And therefore skinny is fat.
7 M5. WLLIAMS: Everything is relative,
8 right?
9 THE CHAI RPERSON: Let ne say this, I'm

10 sure thereis little glitches in there. This is
11 too fabul ous, just fabulous, and I'msure that with
12 everybody in this room ]l ooking --

13 M5. WLLIAMS: Pick your favorite area.
14 THE CHAI RPERSON:  Yeah. Pick your

15 favorite area and check it out and give it to Ann.
16 Can we have your e-mail?

17 M5. WLLIAMS: Ann dot WIIlians at

18 Maryl and dot gov.

19 THE CHAI RPERSON: Wl |, that's easy.

20 Ann with an E?

21 M5. WLLIAMS: No E, no EE A-N-N
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1 WI-L-L-1-A-MS, at Maryland dot gov.
2 THE CHAI RPERSON:  Spel |l ed out?
3 M5. WLLIAMS: Yep, the whole word,
4 Maryl and dot gov.
5 THE CHAI RPERSON: Kat hy, were you going
6 to say sonething?
7 M5. SMTH. Yep. | just had a quick
8 question. | have a little visual inpairment and |
9 opened this up on ny iPad at honme and was fooling
10 with it and | wondered -- and this is probably a
11 no -- but is there any capability of changing |ike
12 the backgrounds to give it alittle nore contrast?
13 Like when you |l ook at the chart, exanple, like
14 where it's not all dark on dark?
15 M5. WLLIAMS: W talked a lot. The
16 software has the capability of allowing the user to
17 then change the background. The | ovely point about
18 that is that the colors were picked for the dark
19 background that if you go to the nautical chart you
20 lose two-thirds of it because now blue is water and
21 blue was a color in here. This was picked so that
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1 you can zoomin and see pierheads and see nore
2 because we thought that boaters were nost |ikely
3 going to be nore really on the water, not using it
4 for a nautical chart at hone. But that is a
5 possibility that | could put back in the app. The
6 problemis colors don't go between a white
7 background and a bl ack background back and forth as
8 nmuch as we'd like and that | couldn't give themthe
9 capabilities of changing the color key. So |I nean
10 it's, it can be done, it just doesn't add as nuch
11 as you mght think.
12 M5. ALLISON. At any point when you zoom
13 in on your programdo you see the buoys?
14 M5. WLLIAMS: This particular
15 application does not have our buoys on show  But
16 if you zoomin tight enough you'll see themin the
17 photograph. The photograph does capture the buoys.
18 M5. ALLISON: Ckay. | know with GPS you
19 | oose sone when you zoom out and when you zoomin
20 you get nore.
21 M5. BOME: That photograph is dated.
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1 M5. WLLIAMS: Well, the photograph is

2 dated. The photograph is date stanped and it has a
3 date on it sonewhere that wll tell you whatever.

4 1t cones out on the print, | know. You can see it
5 on a couple of places.

6 M5. ALLI SON: Wi ch brings another

7 question when you said you were using Google Maps.
8 M5. WLLIAMS: No. It's a static map
9 that the state of Maryl and bought. Laura, do you
10 know what the base is?

11 M5. BOMNE: | think you have the Googl e
12 Earth base nmap there.

13 M5. WLLIAMS: Oiginally Google Earth,
14 yeah. But it's Bing. Isn't that what it says on
15 the thing?

16 ["1l you what, it says Maryl and DNR

17 Boating Services. It tells you, that key tells you
18 exactly the map base.

19 M5. ALLISON: | was just curious how
20 often it would be are updated.

21 M5. WLLIAMS: It won't.
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1 (Di scussion held off the record.)
2 MR PEPE: It's not to be used for
3 navigation, that's not the purpose. It's a

4 positioning chart for the different overlays, so

5 that would nake sense.

6 MS. WLLIAMS: Because renenber the

7 question that Bob Lunsford gave us in the exercise
8 when he | aunched on the Nanticoke and he crossed

9 the first speed |imt buoy --

10 MR LUNSFORD: W com co.

11 M5. WLLIAMS: Sorry, wong river. Wen
12 he crossed the first speed limt buoy he said |I'm
13 in a speed zone and |I'll do six knots. Wen he

14 crossed the second buoy, he went down, he was still
15 in the speed zone. Wen he crossed the third one
16 he went back up and said where is the speed zone

17 and he realized we had three buoys in the one speed
18 zone. There is no way to tell people it's an up

19 one way and down one way. It's not |like on the

20 road where you have 55 mles and hour and 40 --

21 M5. ALLISON. | wasn't |ooking for
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1 navigation, | was looking to reference where you
2 were.
3 M5. WLLIAMS: Right, right.
4 THE CHAI RPERSON:  Bob.
5 MR. LUNSFORD: Once this is up and live

6 how often do you think it will have to have

7 mai ntenance done on it? Qoviously, there will be
8 an annual if we only do regs annually, but if

9 sonebody fromthe public calls in and finds an

10 ooboo can it be fixed other than annually | guess
11 is nmy question? How nuch tine conmtnent are you
12 going to have to put it in to keep it updated?

13 M5. WLLIAMS: O her than finding nore
14 ooboos, it would be immnently. W plan to have
15 this one called speed zones 2015 and then the two
16 new speed zones you're doing will be drawn and

17 added, created and added to it then the speed zones
18 2016 show what will be those speed zones that were
19 effective in that year, so that it wll be date

20 stanped. If you find an ooboo | can find it and

21 fix themat anytine. It is alive S file. As a
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1 matter of fact, when we were finding the typos |
2 would go in and change themand fix themas |ive as
3 | could. And so they're in two separate pl aces.
4 The S file sort of sat on the Departnent of
5 Natural Resources' server and then it served to Arc
6 online so we nake the edits on the server and then
7 1t goes out live as soon as it's done.
8 MR. LUNSFORD: Where we have statew de
9 regulations like PWs can't operate close to shore
10 beyond an idle speed, is there an addendum is
11 there soneplace that we can nmake a note that that
12 applies statewi de? Obviously, you can't put a
13 border around every shoreline and say PWs have got
14 to go no greater than six knots in these areas;
15 could you do that as an addendum or sonehow direct
16 people to that section of COVAR?
17 M5. WLLIAMS: And we can tal k about
18 that, but just like we have the nice little link
19 here that goes to Boat Act | guess we can create a
20 link up here that says statew de regulations and
21 noise --
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1 MR. GRANT: W have existing right
2 there.
3 M5. WLLIAMS: But you can have one that
4 says statewide, like you would see PWCs --
5 MR GRANT: Everwhere.
6 M5. WLLIAMS: -- or noise or anything
7 that you can't draw a boundary for, and we m ght
8 Dbecause | think there is nore than statew de, but
9 things that are boundaryl ess, you know, other
10 non-nmappabl e things, we can create a |ink and cone
11 up with an appropriate termfor it and then go that
12 way to them
13 THE CHAI RPERSON. That's a really good
14 idea. But will that slow you way down on getting
15 this up?
16 M5. WLLIAMS: The slow down is going to
17 be that we have to get --
18 THE CHAI RPERSON:  Severn River.
19 M5. WLLIAMS: -- Severn R ver done and
20 witten and then 60 days fromthere becone |ive so
21 | believe we can get those links all done even
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1 before our next neeting what we've tal ked about so
2 far. And any spellings that you give ne.

3 THE CHAI RPERSON: St eve.

4 MR KLING | just want to know how | ong
5 i1s this going to delay your retirenment?

6 M5. WLLIAMS: | can do any day now, |'m
7 done.

8 MR GRANT: Indefinitely.

9 (Di scussion held off the record.)

10 MR. PARLIN: | think this is great,

11 again, and | say that's a great idea to add the

12 link later. CQbviously this took years to get this
13 done so let's get this finished up.

14 M5. WLLIAMS: This link will not hold
15 that up.

16 MR PARLIN. No, no. | realize that and
17 let's get it done and inprove it and | ook at

18 adding, | think that's a great idea to add upon

19 that those other things that people don't know.

20 And even when you travel state to state, |ike PWC
21 laws are different state to state, so it wll be
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1 nice to have a good link that shows all of those

2 other things that you can't map. That's a great

3 idea but yeah, let's get this done and we'll nove

4 forward and inprove it.

5 M5. WLLIAMS: Right, and |ikew se

6 there's other apps out there. The departnent has a
7 public access app, there's a marina's layer in

8 there, there is other layers in there. As you get
9 intothis and find its usability on the water and
10 things that you need we can put any of the state

11 layers and add to it as tine goes on.

12 THE CHAI RPERSON: Do any ot her states

13 have sonething like this?

14 M5. WLLIAMS: | don't know, | only know
15 Maryland. There is sonething outside of the

16 borders of Maryland? | didn't know that.

17 THE CHAI RPERSON: Yeah. The reason

18 was asking is if Maryland is in the forefront on

19 this type of an application it will be really nice

20 to shine a light on this. It's quite amazing.
21 MR. KLING You mght want to setup a
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1 consulting conmpany for your retirement. | can help
2 you with that work.

3 M5. WLLIAMS: Ckay. Al right. So now
4 next step is the subcommttee to take care of the

5 Severn River speed issues.

6 THE CHAI RPERSON: So are you asking for
7 volunteers? |s Mke asking for volunteers?

8 MR. GRANT: |'m about to do that.

9 THE CHAI RPERSON: Perfect. Because Any
10 has volunteered for the conmttee and to be the

11 chair.

12 MR GRANT: | had three nenbers in mnd.
13 THE CHAIRPERSON: | would like to be on
14 the comm ttee.

15 MR. GRANT: And Russ. So we have Ranpbna
16 and Any would like to be on this.

17 THE REPORTER: | can't hear him He

18 needs the mc.

19 (Di scussion held off the record.)

20 THE CHAI RPERSON:  So Al said when he

21 served on the advisory commttee for the Coast
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1 Guard this never canme up for any other state in the
2 country.

3 M5. ALLISON:. | would like to be on the

4 commttee because | was part of that ness that

5 originally created the Severn R ver plan.

6 (Di scussion held off the record.)

7 MR. GRANT: Bob Lunsford.

8 MR. LUNSFORD: | have nothing else to

9 do.

10 MR. GRANT: One thorn anongst the

11 flowers.

12 Anybody else? | think that four is

13 pretty solid for this. Al right. W have our

14 commttee.

15 THE CHAI RPERSON: So we have Any as

16 chair and then we have as nenbers Bob, Robin and

17 Ranona.

18 MR CGRANT: That's it.

19 THE CHAI RPERSON:  Chris wants to be an

20 ex officio nmenber. Russ, are you vol unteering?

21 MR DWER No. [I'Il give you a |lot of
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1 paperwork that | have because | was involved in the

2 first one. | served ny tine.

3 THE CHAI RPERSON: That's great.

4 M5. ALLISON. | figured we mght bring
5 light to a subject when it cane up.

6 THE CHAI RPERSON: M ke, could you be

7 clear about what the charge is for our commttee,
8 please?

9 MR. GRANT: You bet you. You bet you.
10 M5. WLLIAMS: Wile you' re changi ng

11 have a question.

12 MR. GRANT: For ne?

13 M5. WLLIAMS: Yeah. Wen we setup the
14 subcommttee to | ook at speed zones we sat and

15 | ooked at standardi zing and one of the topics that
16 we cane up with is when we go into a speed zone to
17 make a change that that whole area should have that
18 new set of rules. You have two speed zones that
19 vyou're going to be looking at in the fall, so when
20 we look at them | would hope that we could al so

21 | ook at what standardi zing the speed zone in the
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1 COcean City region would look |ike as well as
2 standardizing the speed zone up in the Gunpowder
3 region using all of the rules that we cane up wth
4 in the subcommttee. So would you put that as a
5 topic when you do your review in the next meeting?
6 Does that nake sense to everyone? W
7 canme up wth those rules and that we woul d have
8 not --
9 MR. GRANT: So standardi zi ng Coast al
10 Bays and Gunpowder ?
11 M5. WLLIAMS: Because we're going to be
12 opening those two regs, you know, we have the 25,
13 35.
14 MR KLING The idea was we were not
15 going to inundate, the idea being we would not
16 overwhel m people with the a whol e bunch of changes
17 and then when an area cane up for review and we had
18 standardi zation we would incorporate that, any of
19 the work we canme up with fromthe subcomittee,
20 into that particular area.
21 MR. CGRANT: So that wouldn't affect the
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1 discussion in a public neeting necessarily, it
2 would just be if the regulation were accepted then
3 before it would go to final regulation state we

4 would add the other stuff that -- okay.

5 MR KLING Yeah.
6 MR GRANT: kay.
7 THE CHAI RPERSON. So is everybody on the

8 commttee confortable with that? Because what we
9 wanted to do was standardi ze as nuch as possible
10 across the state and I think all we're tal king

11 about here is standardi zi ng.

12 Ckay. It looks like everybody is

13 confortable.

14 MR. GRANT: Do we need anot her neeting
15 of the ad hoc conmmttee for the Severn River?

16 M5. MOANEY:  Ski .

17 MR, GRANT: Just ski. That's the new
18 subgroup.

19 M5. MOANEY: Right. Just skiing.
20 MR. CGRANT: You asked what we're | ooking

21 for, this is Maynadier, that is up inside Round
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1 Bay, that's quite a reg. Actually, this has not

2 been reapproved yet as a ski zone, it's still at

3 Arny Corps. The folks that operate the ski area

4 took it upon thenselves to put it where they

5 thought was better than where Arny Corps thought it

6 should be back in 1992 or whatever it was, and of

7 course the neighbors got a little upset about that

8 and this has been going back and forth since 2013.

9 THE CHAI RPERSON: Ww.

10 MR GRANT: Arny Corps is involved now.
11 Richard Ki bbey (phonetic) who was involved when it
12 first started -- in fact, Richard Ki bbey just sent
13 me copies of the original Severn River managenent
14 plan, which of course this was part of. | don't
15 know if he's going to give permssion to keep the
16 Corps there because they're doing a lot of little
17 changes here and there. They have to take buoys
18 out at the end of the season and when they're not
19 wusing themduring the week. They want to | eave
20 themin because the |line below the water level is
21 too nuch, too hard to find. They're just asking
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1 for alot of things and it's getting crazy and, you
2 know, tinme changes.

3 THE CHAI RPERSON:  Who is M. Kibbey?

4 MR. GRANT: He works for Arny Corps of

5 Engi neers.

6 MR, LUNSFORD: Permt officer.

7 MR. GRANT: He's a permt officer. Good
8 people. There is nore people in the area now,

9 there's a couple of nore docks, and it's just

10 getting congested and the biggest problem-- and

11 hydro has been doing their darndest to mark the

12 area as best they can -- but no one is allowed in
13 the ski course unless you're a ski boat. It's six
14 knots in Maynadier Creek all tines unless you're in
15 the ski area and only when the ski course is being
16 used and you have to be a ski boat and it can't be
17 a 32 foot Carver towing a tube. That's not what

18 it's there for. So, you know, unless you put a

19 four by eight sheet of plywood saying this is the
20 only people that can use it we're kind of

21 mnimalized wth the kind of information we can put
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1 out there and they have been doing a hell of a job
2 trying to get it squared away.

3 THE CHAI RPERSON: There is a controlled
4 area buoy up there.

5 MR. GRANT: There is, and people think
6 they can run it in a 32 foot Carver or jet ski or
7 two jet skis. So this is Maynadier, the next one
8 1Is Sunrise, simlar but not exactly the sane, and
9 this is South River (indicating). They don't speak
10 to the sane restrictions that the other two have.
11 M5. MORROWN Thank you. Unrelated, |

12 guess, to Maynadier specifically but related to ski
13 areas in general, the small subcomm ttee that has
14 just been forned, | guess Jeannine and | were

15 tal king and probably M ke, we al so issue, the

16 departnent issues permts for ski boats and it's
17 kind of gone by the wayside over the years. W

18 really don't inspect these boats anynore. W're
19 not skiers, we just kind of wwing it, so that m ght
20 Dbe sonmething that we would ask your ski group to

21 look at with us. If we can nake that part of the
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1 charge that would be very hel pful to the staff.

2 MR. GRANT: And to speak to that, this
3 goes back to this, nunber 6, inspections and

4 performance test may be arranged by contacting the
5 Maryland DNR, boating adm nistration at

6 301-974-2918. The nunber doesn't exist.

7 MR. LUNSFORD: It used to.

8 MR GRANT: It used to, but that was

9 when boating adm nistrati on was under Natural

10 Resources Police so they were all acting together.
11 Since it's been out now there are a few things that
12 have affected us recently with that sanme sentence,
13 boating admnistration. W are not the boating

14 admnistration, we're Boating Services. So that's
15 alittle convoluted. Recently, if sonebody cones
16 in and wants a decal they bring their certificate

17 with themor their registration and if it says a

18 Ski Nautique -- give ne sone other nanes.
19 MR. NI CKEL: MasterCraft.
20 MR. GRANT: =-- we're pretty sure that's

21 a ski boat and you get a sticker, but the person
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1 that cones in and we don't put it on the boat,
2 which we probably should, we should do the water
3 test probably over at Matapeake -- not at
4 Mat apeake -- over at Sandy Point and we don't.
5 M5. WLLIAMS: MKke, you're required to
6 do themevery year, so you sticker it one year and
7 then you've got to see the boat the next year, you
8 want to change that? No, it says every year, they
9 apply every year.
10 MR CGRANT: It's reissued --
11 MR DWER  Sticker is, not the test.
12 M5. WLLIAMS: Right. Hopefully once
13 you have a sticker you shouldn't have to get a
14 sticker again unless you lose it.
15 MR. GRANT: Jeannine and | have been
16 beating this around and saying if sonebody shows up
17 at the Tawes lower lot wth a Ski Nautique and she
18 or | walk out, he has ski boat, here's a sticker, |
19 put it on, so then they can't go honme and put it on
20 a Boston Waler without all of the stuff that's
21 necessary. This stuff in list here, all of this
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1 stuff (indicating). So this is for professional
2 skiers, this is not for the kids running around,
3 you know, on a holiday weekend. That's the intent.
4 And all of the other stuff down here, down at the
5 bottom Army Corps nove six outer pilings -- that's
6 not in this one. So you' ve got to get these three
7 together and then Ann's idea then to create a
8 separate section within COMWR for skiing, when it
9 says Maynadi er ski course see section blah, turn to
10 that section and that speaks to wherever you're
11 going to be skiing.
12 THE CHAI RPERSON: Russ, go ahead. You
13 need a mc.
14 MR DWER |'ve got it here. Jeannine
15 <called nme the other week, a couple of weeks ago, it
16 took me two weeks to find this, and it's from it's
17 fromny newsletter from1990. It says inspection
18 stickers a nust and here's the course, what the
19 boats had to performto get that sticker, and that
20 sticker was put on the boat the day it was done and
21 then once you got it that registration nunber was
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1 good for that sticker for that |life of that boat.
2 But it is a real problemjust issuing stickers
3 because a |lot of these boats say ski boats and
4 they're not a ski boat.

5 MR. NI CKEL: Right.

6 MR DWER It hurts the course, it

7 upsets the neighbors because the boat's not a | ow
8 weight boat, so | think that's a nust thing that

9 should be in there sonehow. | don't know how the
10 noney is going to go to get these stickers, but you
11 all need to deal wth that.

12 THE CHAI RPERSON:  Are you going to give
13 us that?

14 MR. DWER:  Yeah, you can have it.

15 MR. GRANT: Exhibit A

16 THE CHAI RPERSON: Thanks, Russ.

17 MR, GRANT: \Wow.

18 MR. LUNSFORD: You didn't know that,

19 M ke?
20 MR GRANT: | knewit. | have seen it
21 before or sonething |like that.
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1 So that's the extent of that, so | guess
2 you all have to figure out when you first want to
3 nmeet and where and of course we'll be as
4 accommobdating as we can.

5 MS. MOANEY: ASAP, M ke.

6 M5. WLLIAMS: It has to be finished.

7 M5. MOANEY: Severn River, it's a tine

8 thing now.

9 THE CHAI RPERSON: G ve us -- what's the
10 tinmes, Ann?

11 M5. WLLIAMS: W have to have it done
12 by February in order to get the 60 day review so

13 that our boating regs are in place in tine, soit's
14 like the end of February we have to be done.

15 THE CHAI RPERSON:  Ckay.

16 M5. WLLIAMS: That's why we need the

17 work group up and runni ng.

18 THE CHAI RPERSON: Wl |, our chair Any

19 will pull us all together so we can nmake our
20 deadl i ne.
21 MR. GRANT: Ann, do you want to be
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1 involved in this discussion?
2 M5. WLLIAMS: Yes.
3 MR. GRANT: So add Ann to it and

4 Jeannine, you want to be invol ved?

5 MS. MOANEY: Yes.

6 MR GRANT: Jeannine would like to be
7 part of it as well. \Wat are you pointing at?

8 MR. HELLNER: | perceive there is two

9 tasks then, a standardization of the skiing

10 regulations and there is also an outstanding issue
11 to get the zone app up, which is resolve the Severn
12 River thing -- can this be broken -- the

13 standardi zation thing, yeah, | know |l ess than

14 not hing about skiing, | have skied a few tines and
15 fallen lots of tines, but for those who may know
16 nore, but the standardi zation thing appears to ne
17 to be fairly difficult because there is various

18 points of view and various people that are effected
19 and | worry that doing that by a deadline nmay not
20 Dbe the best option so I guess ny recommendation to

21 the commttee, and I'll put ny nanme in as anot her
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1 volunteer if you need nore hel p because I live
2 wthinamle of the top of the Severn so it's sort
3 of ny backyard, although |I don't boat that river
4 much, | would recommend you split it because
5 think we don't want to lose site of this wonderfu
6 app, that Maryland just may be the first state to
7 have conme up with sonething like this and I'm
8 really excited to pitch it to all of ny fellow
9 boaters if it's up by the 2016 boati ng season so
10 perhaps if the action is resolve the Severn River
11 ski zone situation first by the deadline and if the
12 standardi zation effort cannot be done by that,
13 fine, split it out and we'll work on it sone nore;
14 is that fair?
15 MR. KLING No, that doesn't neke sense.
16 THE CHAI RPERSON: Let ne ask you a
17 question. Sorry. What is holding up the app
18 exactly?
19 M5. WLLIAMS: Severn R ver speed zone
20 has not been accuratized like all of the other
21 state has?
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1 MR GRANT: It's a different animal al
2 together.
3 MS. WLLIAMS: So renenber back when we

4 took each speed zone and we went in and corrected

5 the coordinates to where the nmarks are, the Severn
6 R ver section has nunerous changes in it. Like the
7 bridge construction is no |longer going on, so it

8 had lots of changes in it, so that one is done

9 nostly. W sat with Mark Talty and we have a | ot
10 of reworking to do because the Severn R ver had

11 nore creative witing than nost of themand so as
12 we're standardizing the Severn River speed

13 coordinates we | ooked at the sections that address
14 the ski zones. Wen you open a regulation up and
15 change it you cannot imediately go in and change
16 it again. So if we open it up and change the speed
17 zone things then the broken parts of the ski zone
18 mght go all of the way through next session, next
19 vyear. So because it really isn't going to take us
20 a lot on this group, | nean you're nmaking -- the

21 hard part is picking a date. W're going to get
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1 the witing of the ski thing done pretty easily,
2 but we didn't want to do it without skiers in the
3 room because | don't waterski. So you didn't want
4 me looking at it that way and redoing those. So
5 we're probably two neetings and we're going to have
6 the | anguage of how the ski zones should be witten
7 corrected. So saying that those two neetings go
8 on, we get the speed zone all standardized, and we
9 put the two together and put the package in,

10 everything will be done. It is not going to hold
11 anything up, the sane 60 days that it takes for it
12 to happen will go into place. So we're going to

13 put the two together and put themup at the sanme

14 tinme, the 60 days it takes for a regulation to

15 Dbecone legal will go into place and then the app

16 can fly, and our goal is to get this witten and

17 ready so that in February when the session allows
18 wus to put the first regulations init wll be the
19 first one is done, it will go through the 60 days,
20 and it wll be open for boating season. So it

21 won't hold it up at all. And I think the ski
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1 portionis a very, very needed section but it is

2 not going to hold anything up.

3 THE CHAI RPERSON: That helps a lot.

4 really understand nuch better now. Steve.

5 MR KLING Yeah. The standardization,
6 that's -- we're confusing apples and oranges.

7 Bigger picture, we talked for years about we know
8 we have got disparate things around the state, we
9 have inconsistencies, we are treating simlarly

10 situated bodies of water differently, that was the
11 subconmttee that got together and we canme up wth,
12 which we brought back to you guys and we you guys
13 approved sone standardi zed criteria for consistency
14 throughout the state. That, bringing that into

15 regulation is going to be a multi-year, ongoing

16 process, conpletely unrelated to the app. It's not
17 conpletely -- all Ann is tal king about is better

18 definitions of the ski area, and the reason it's
19 going to be a multi-year process is sinply because
20 we don't want to overwhel manybody with a whol e | ot

21 of regulation. So when we get a body of water
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1 we're going to | ook at do we have any of our

2 consistency issues? And maybe, Ann, we sent out

3 last tine we approved the criteria and we approved
4 aletter to go out to DNR asking if there were any

5 problens and maybe Ann could just --

6 M5. WLLIAMS: | only got one.
7 MR. KLING Right, and --
8 M5. WLLIAMS: One officer told ne one

9 place that he didn't |ike our standardi zation rule
10 but other than that they were okay with it.

11 So let's get sone term nol ogy down. W
12 accuratize the speed zones. Because of the way the
13 coordinates were done we weren't sure whether they
14 were 27 or 83 and we went and did the whole state.
15 The Severn River has not been updated. That's the
16 standardization on the Severn River. The

17 standardi zation that Steve is tal king about would
18 be the 2016 speed zones. |If you have your hearings
19 at your next neeting and you choose to add to the
20 speed zones in either Ccean City or the Gunpowder

21 they will go through their process. |If the
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1 language is done and submtted at the sane tine as
2 the Severn River is done when we publish the app it
3 will say 2016 and it wll incorporate the two new
4 changes and any of the accuratizations that we do.
5 The accuratizations that we're tal king about is

6 that sonetinmes we say 35 mles an hour and

7 sonetinmes we say 36. Sonetines we say Saturday,

8 Sunday, holiday all year and all season and

9 sonetinmes we say Saturday, Sunday, holiday just

10 during the boating season, and so we had sone rules
11 that we setup that we think should be applied

12 across the board, so we're going to clean that up.
13 Only when we open up a regulation for a new speed
14 zone, we'll | ook at the whole thing, pull out any
15 of the bad, 25, 26, 35, 36, whatever they are, and
16 put themin the correct way at that tinme. That

17 vyear as soon as we get the regulation straight the
18 app wll conme out to match the regulation. The day
19 the regulation becones legal it will becone that
20 vyear's application and it will say speed zone 2018

21 and whatever is legal at that point the app wll
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1 reflect it. Soif we're |ucky enough and we do the
2 wording right and we get themboth in at the sane
3 tinme everything we did today, if you approve them
4 the Ccean City speed zone, however you draw it, and
5 the Gunpowder, however you drawit, wll cone in at
6 the same time as the Severn River fix and the whole
7 app.

8 THE CHAI RPERSON: So the soonest the app
9 <can go public is April.

10 M5. WLLIAMS: The soonest the app can
11 go public is the day that the Severn River is

12 legal, so it all depends on what day we put the reg
13 in and how long it runs its course.

14 MR. GRANT: So we're probably | ooking at
15 the April 2016 boating season.

16 M5. WLLIAMS: Correct, that's ny goal,
17 vyes, April, and if we stay the course and get the
18 wording done in February so that it can be

19 submitted as soon as the session opens up the door
20 again we will nmake that goal. |If we don't have the
21 subcomm ttee neeting, if you take a while doing the
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1 2016 -- | will not hold up the app for the 2016
2 reqgulations. Say your 2016 goes into subcommittees
3 and nore people are talking about it and it gets
4 delayed it doesn't get witten, it goes up as 2015
5 regulation. As soon as the 2016s are approved we
6 put up a new app and it will have two new or
7 however many new speed zones we create. But the
8 2015 will go up the sane day the Severn River
9 regulationis legal not inits review because
10 anybody can challenge it in the review and then
11 we're putting it up and taking it down, so the day
12 the Severn River becones legal it beconmes publicly
13 available for everybody.
14 THE CHAI RPERSON: Ckay. That hel ps a
15 lot. Thanks.
16 MS. WLLIAVS: Ckay.
17 THE CHAI RPERSON: | don't believe that
18 Any wll let us slip on the dates.
19 MR. GRANT: So | guess to wap things up
20 as far as the regulations go we have not selected a
21 date for public neeting for OCcean City or for
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1 Gunpowder. W'I| get back to you as soon as
2 possible. W're trying to do it logistically. |
3 guess we have to at |east include the, the Sandy
4 Point and Gunpowder in the sane neeting and then
5 jet packs and Skimer Island in the sanme neeting so
6 we're going to have one up in this neck of the
7 woods and one down the Ccean Gty or close to Qcean
8 City and unfortunately it wll probably be a day
9 trip.
10 THE CHAI RPERSON:  |'m sure we can suffer
11 through a neeting in Ccean City very happily.
12 So that's great. Anything else on this
13 part of the agenda? kay. So should we then forge
14 onto old and new business and see if there is old
15 Dbusiness that anybody wants to address? Seeing
16 none, we'll nove on. |Is there any new busi ness
17 that anybody would like to raise?
18 MR. SHELLER: Just one observati on.
19 THE CHAI RPERSON:.  Unh- huh.
20 MR. SHELLER: In our harbor we are now
21 seeing a lot nore stand up paddl eboards and
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1 Annapolis Harbor sees a | ot of paddl eboards. So

2 stand up paddl eboards have becone very popul ar of

3 late and | don't know how that, how that addresses
4 us other than it is a vessel and a watercraft, but
5 just |ike kayaks and other small watercraft it's

6 going to be used in congested areas as well as in
7 rural areas and so | just wanted to bring that to
8 the attention of the board that there may be sone
9 activity that would require us at sonme point to

10 address that.

11 MR. PARLIN. | was going to |eave this
12 one alone for today, but ironically two nights ago
13 | went to a neeting in Annapolis and it was brought
14 together for sonmewhat conpany business for

15 Watermark, but in the sane di scussion they brought
16 in the harbormaster, the operators of the Wodw nd,
17 they had NRP and Coast CGuard for sone other reasons
18 there also, jet ski Julie is now going to have a
19 new nicknane, we're going to change it to stand up
20 Julie. Julie was there at the neeting al so

21 representing boating safety. There is sonme big
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1 discussion going on in Annapolis right now because
2 we'rereally starting to see a huge influx of stand
3 up paddl eboards both on the private side but also
4 on the rental side. W're seeing there is at |east
5 three rental operations in Annapolis. They're
6 doing yoga, they're doing noonlight paddles,

7 they're out there at nighttinme and they're running
8 10, 12, 14 people w de going up Spa Creek at

9 nighttinme when you've got a |ot of other folks

10 trying to use the waterway. So there was sone

11 discussion brought up in Annapolis to possibly form
12 a user's group to try to start hanmmering out, |

13 guess, sone best practices. Before we get into

14 requlating let's see if we can get into best use of
15 the water in Annapolis, trying to define that. W
16 talked to Julie and Julie tal ked about maybe using
17 the NRP reserve officers and the Coast Cuard

18 Auxiliary to start doing sone education out there,
19 let's do sone awareness, maybe as, or as stand ups
20 are being sold. So sonebody brought up a good

21 point during the neeting, they said people are
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1 looking at a stand up paddl eboard as a new form of
2 exercise. |It's their newtreadml|l. They're not

3 looking at it as a vessel. They're looking at it
4 as a piece of exercise equipnment. So nmaybe the

5 thought was get the word out there to the fol ks as
6 they buy them as they rent them you are a vessel,
7 and here's the requirenents of that vessel. So

8 there is a big stand up day that's going to conme up

9 in --
10 M5. BROWN. Cct ober.
11 MR, PARLI N: -- at Sandy Point.

12 They're looking to getting the reserve officers and
13 the Coast Guard Auxiliary there and | don't know
14 what Julie is comng up with, but |'msure the

15 wheels are grinding up in her brain in howto start
16 tackling this thing fromthe boating safety side

17 and the education side so yes, it is starting to

18 cone to the forefront and people are seeing it and
19 we're starting to head down that path, so as nuch
20 as | would hope that it doesn't have to cone into

21 our group and we don't have to start regulating it,
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1 hopefully we can head that off just Iike the planer
2 board issue, nmaybe sone education and sone outreach
3 there that we, you know, take care of it through
4 that venue.

5 M5. HENNI NGER:  Anot her thing can | add,

6 We Rver, | just told Julie, is having a big

7 paddl eboard, kayak event com ng up and Annapolis

8 Sailing is putting it on. So that's a big one.

9 And also up in Mddle River we're seeing it around,
10 it's being done at the bars and restaurants so it's
11 right next to Mddle River Yacht Club, it's The
12 Crazy Tuna. |It's been done at Sunset, you know,

13 it's inexperienced people getting on these boards
14 but they're in and out of the slip holders or the
15 slips where people are comng in and out with

16 alcohol so that's a big thing. But yeah, We River
17 is a real big one. They have kayaks and

18 paddl eboards goi ng around.

19 MS. ALLISON: That's around the island.
20 M5. HENNI NGER:  Yeah.

21 THE CHAI RPERSON:  Robin, did you --
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1 M5. ALLISON. |I'm working back at West
2 Mrine just for a change and they are selling about
3 a board a day.
4 (Di scussion held off the record.)
5 MS. ALLISON: So for those who didn't
6 hear ne, we are selling a board a day at West
7 Marine. And to people who have really never been
8 on the water before there is very little
9 information to hand themto say you're actually a
10 boat. And do the rules of road apply to me? |
11 don't know what rules of the road are. So it's, |
12 think it's going to be a | arge concern.
13 MR. SHELLER: Just one point, BoatUS has
14 started to address that. They have had, they have
15 issued an e-mail to us people who subscribe to that
16 stuff -- | don't know how | get it, but | get it, |
17 get all kinds of stuff -- but they have addressed
18 this in a short e-mail safety advisory about having
19 stand up boaters, stand up paddl eboarders recogni ze
20 that they are a vessel and they have to observe
21 boating requirenents, and also to tie onto that in
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1 Deale they have started a paddl eboard rental agency
2 and there are new, first tinme people out all day on
3 Friday, Saturday and Sunday in our harbor and you
4 know they're newbi es because they start on their
5 knees or their bellies and by the tinme they cone
6 back down the creek they're standing up nostly, but
7 they do not wear their |ife jackets and it's not a
8 requirenent fromwhat | know. And sonme of them
9 just tie it on the back of the board and they have

10 a lanyard but they're told to |l et go of the board

11 and go and find the board rather than holding onto

12 the board like you would a surfboard. So it's a

13 lot of, just in nmy short experience this sumrer

14 there has been a | ot of unexperienced boaters out

15 there on boards. They're boarders.

16 THE CHAI RPERSON.  Mar k.

17 MR. O MALLEY: Al right. First off,

18 the Coast Guard has already clarified these or put

19 these in the vessel category so the rules and regs

20 already exist. The key point is to get themat the

21 source. |If thereis arental facility renting
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1 paddl eboards that facility nust be held responsible
2 for telling these people to stay out of channels,

3 to give theman education on the rules of the road,
4 nmuch Iike PAWC rentals or |ike we've just gone

5 through with the jet packs. W need to get to the
6 source of stores that sell these so that

7 information is included when a person buys these

8 because Lord knows we've got boaters that spent,

9 vyou know, nmultiple thousands of dollars and don't
10 know rul es of road so now you're getting

11 inexperienced people that are going to go | can get
12 this paddl eboard and go out in the water and they
13 have not a clue. So we've got to get to the source
14 and there is, you know, and this is, this was an

15 issue with Watermark and with the harbornmaster in
16 the Annapolis, what are we going to do about these?
17 Well, you find the clubs and the rental people and
18 vyou educate themthere. |It's not a thing that we
19 can reqgul ate, you know, this should not conme up in
20 front of this commttee whatsoever. W can not

21 breakdown vessel by vessel what you can and can't
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1 do.
2 Now, having said that we do that

3 occasionally but this, to try and regul ate

4 paddl eboards and try to regulate M. and Ms. Smth
5 going out and buying a paddl eboard and then com ng
6 up with separate regulations we're going to be

7 chasing our tails for nonths. So |I'm | ooking at

8 Julie, you're boating safety, go out and take this
9 on, hon, because that's where it is. W can't

10 reqgulate it and NRP has got their hands full. But
11 it is an information and a boating safety issue.
12 M5. ALLI SON. Just one nore thought on
13 that. It would be trenendously hel pful, we have
14 sonething on PWCs to be able to tell sonebody that
15 we know here's a handout to a PWC owner, it would
16 be really nice to have sonething to handout to a
17 paddl eboarder saying you are a vessel and you are
18 responsible to abide by rules of the road.

19 M5. BROAN: | hear you |oud and clear.
20 So yes, as Mark would say |'m graciously taking

21 over the role of stand up paddl eboard Julie, |
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1 guess, or let's say paddl ecraft because we need to
2 address all paddlecraft including canoes and

3 kayaks, and so the neeting that Chris and | went to
4 was very eye opening. But Mark, you're right on

5 the mark, we have to get to the folks that are

6 renting them the folks that are selling them and
7 we have to informthe public you are a vessel. You
8 need to realize when you are in the mddle of

9 Annapolis Harbor what to do because they're just

10 really comng out of the woodwork. So ny goal --
11 actually tonorrow | have schedul ed an appoi nt nent
12 to go downtown Annapolis on the personal watercraft
13 and no, I'"'mnot going to slalomon them and knock
14 themoff and all of that, no. The reserve officer
15 coordinator is going to be directly working on this
16 issue with ne and we're going to visit a few of the
17 Jlocations that are along the waters edge in

18 Annapolis and then we're also going to just tool

19 the area and get a feel for who's out there and
20 maybe talk to sone people, sone paddlers, sone

21 stand up paddl eboards, that kind of thing, and just
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1 dolike alittle mssion down in Annapolis Harbor.

2 That's where we're going to start things off with

3 that.
4 THE CHAI RPERSON:  Thorny and then Al.
5 MR JONES: This is ancillary, but

6 everybody needs to know that the US Coast Guard

7 there is a US Coast CGuard for Android and for

8 1 Phones that actually has the nav rules in it so

9 vyou need to pass that around and as auxiliarist |
10 will be working on getting information out and

11 working with Julie.

12 THE CHAI RPERSON: Al is next. You're
13 next, go ahead.

14 (Di scussion held off the record.)

15 MR. SIMON:. Many years ago | was

16 instrunental in getting a denonstration for

17 manufacturers and the public and the politicians in
18 Sandy Point Park to denonstrate the waterskiing.
19 They were new and the citizens were conplaining to
20 their politicians that they were being restricted

21 on it and we tried to open it up to get coverage on
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1 what they are and what they are doing. This is
2 starting all over again with this, this new
3 equi pnent, and Sandy Point was an ideal spot. W
4 had press, we had TV stations to denonstrate with a
5 denonstration on hand with I would say politicians
6 only because John Q Citizen is going to conplain
7 to the politician that they're being restricted on
8 jJet skis at that tine. Here we are another phase
9 of boating and | only suggest this to have a
10 denonstration in Sandy Point of the nature that |
11 did for the DNR and for the public too.
12 THE CHAI RPERSON:  Sounds |i ke a great
13 idea. Julie, I think, wll consider it wth many
14 of the other really good ideas to get out
15 information to everybody.
16 MR PEPE: Down in, down in Oxford a
17 conpany just opened up, a paddl eboard and kayak
18 conpany, and as one of the captains on the ferry
19 boat down there, you know, this is sonething that
20 we watch very closely. And we watched this conpany
21 operate this entire sumer, they have done

CORBIN 410-268-6006

REPORTING & VIDEO 1-866-337-6778



MEETING OF MARYLAND BOAT ACT ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Transcript of Hearing taken September 03, 2015 Page 100

1 everything right. Wen they bring kayaks down to
2 the launch ranp which is at the foot where the

3 ferry dock is right at Main Street they wll give
4 the people a course, they will teach themhow to

5 wuse the board, everybody gets a life jacket and

6 everybody wears a life jacket, so at |least in our
7 area the conpanies are doing it right. So, you

8 know, maybe a denonstration and a day, a conpany

9 day, in Sandy Point, denonstration day m ght be a
10 good thing.

11 THE CHAI RPERSON: Thanks. M ke.

12 MR. GRANT: Julie, you may want to get
13 with communications office and do a public service
14 thing. | nmean at |east get the news crews down.
15 M5. BROMN:. We're going to do press

16 releases. As you all know social nedia is huge.
17 You were nentioning the BoatUS Foundation, |

18 coordinated with themto get that press rel ease out
19 for paddl eboards to get the tips and then -- |
20 don't know -- |I'msure you all know of SpinSheet

21 nmagazine, they have gotten the advertisenments out
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1 and the articles out about it so yes, I will get
2 with OCM and make a brochure of some sort that you
3 can handout and we'll get the education flying.
4 THE CHAI RPERSON:  Thank you for being on
5 top of this, I think the safety route is the way to
6 go. | have two stand up paddl eboards, | |ove them
7 | make everybody have the life jacket. | have
8 whistles and nobody gets to go out after dark. But
9 | think safety is inportant and they are really fun
10 so to be safe and fun would be the ideal. So

11 thanks for being on top of that. |Is there any

12 others? Yes, MKke.

13 MR GRANT: | received an order from

14 much on high, Jeannine, to schedule right now the
15 neeting of the subconm ttee on waterskiing.

16 MR, LUNSFORD: Do that over |unch

17 THE CHAI RPERSON:  Say that again.

18 MR. GRANT: A date for the first neeting
19 of the waterskiing subcommttee.

20 MR. MARSH. Tuesday.

21 M5. ALLISON. Could | suggest so that we
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1 can be on the water so we can | ook at what we're
2 doing?

3 THE CHAI RPERSON:  You can cone to ny

4 house because you can see one of courses from ny
5 dock. | can take you up to Maynadi er on ny boat.
6 M5. WLLIAMS: We've decided we'd |ike
7 that. Julie wants to be on the commttee too now
8 (Di scussion held off the record.)

9 THE CHAI RPERSON:  You know, | think

10 we're going to have to send out one of those Doodl e
11 things to see if we can figure out a date. | wll
12 try to get it on the books for sonetine in

13 Septenber. The closer the better.

14 (Discussion held off the record.)

15 THE CHAI RPERSON: Ckay. So any ot her
16 new busi ness?

17 Now, this | always get wong. Steve,
18 how do | adjourn the neeting?

19 MR. KLING Motion for adjournnent.

20 THE CHAI RPERSON:  Mbdtion for

21 adj ournnent.
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1 MS. ALLI SON:  Second.
2 M5. HENNINGER: Al in favor?
3 MR LUNSFORD: What about the next
4 neeting?
5 THE CHAI RPERSON:. M ke.
6 MR. GRANT: That will probably be a
7 public neeting, and | don't know yet.
8 THE CHAI RPERSON: He said he doesn't
9 know yet. There is two public neetings. One in
10 the Ccean City area and one in the Gunpowder/ Sandy
11 Point environs.
12 MR GRANT: | wll create a Doodle
13 invitation when Jeannine and | figure out when and
14 where.
15 THE CHAI RPERSON: Ckay. So anyt hi ng
16 el se?
17 MR. PARLIN:. Mdtion to adjourn.
18 THE CHAI RPERSON: Second? All in favor?
19 M5. HENNI NGER: Any opposed?
20 THE CHAI RPERSON:  Any opposed?
21 (Hearing adjourned at 12:17 p.m)
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1 STATE OF MARYLAND
COUNTY OF BALTI MORE
2
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